
Egyptian trade 
team touring Gulf 

ABU DHABI (R) — A 40- 
member Egyptian trade mission 
began a five-nation Gulf Arab 
tour in the United Arab Emirates 
on Sunday to promote exports 
and invite investment. The team, 
representing the public and pri- 
vate sectors, held talks with Abu 
Dhabi Chamber of Commerce 

, v officials, the Emirates News 

I s Agency (WAM) reported. The 
tour, also taking in Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar and Kuwait, fol- 
lows Egypt's return to mem- 
bership of the Union of Arab 
Chambers of Commerce last De- 
cember after suspension follow- 
ing its 1979 treaty with Israel. 

Aden praises 
ties with Oman 

ADEN (R) — A South Yemeni 
government minister said Sunday 
relations between his country and 
neighbouring Oman had entered 
a new period of coordination. 
Officials said Justice and Reli- 
gious Endowments Minister 
Abdul Wase Abdul Salem was 
speaking after receiving an Oma- 
ni delegation for talks armed at 
solving a long-standing border 
dispute. “Relations between the 
two countries have gone past the 
normalisation period and entered 

1 a new period of coordination,” be 

Hr was quoted as saying. 

Shamir promises 
more Falashas 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir told 
protesting Ethiopian Jews on 
Sunday Israel was working un- 
ceasingly to bring their fanrihes to 
the Jewish state, his office said- 
Hundreds of Ethiopian.. Jews 

- (Falashas) demonstrated in front 
of Mr. Shamil's office and urged 

• the government to increase' 
efforts to bring their famili es 
stranded in Africa to IsraeL Mr. 
Shamfr's office said he met repre- 

- sentatives of the protesters and 
told them: “We are working day 
and night to bring them here... 
we seek every way and appeal to 
world opinion." Some 15,000 
Ethiopian Jews have settled in 
Israel, about 8,000 of them air- 
lifted from Africa in 1984 in u 
secret Israeli project. 

Levy: Syria cannot 

- launch attack now 

fc TEL AVIV (AF) — Chief of 

* Staff Moshe Levy said Sunday 
that Syria’s reentry to Beirut 
diminish ed its capability to group 
forces for an attack on the Jewish 
state. Lieutenant-General Levy 
also told reporters "We 
don’t have to feel powerless 
and go on alert. There is no 
reason to worry about Israel's 
security. The Syrians are now 
preoccupied in Beirut. Thai takes 
away from their strength. It is not 
harmful" to Israel. 

Pakis tani scientist 
denies bomb 
statement 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — A Pakis- 

f tani nuclear scientist on Sunday 

- denied that Islamabad had the 
anmip bomb and insisted that the 
country's midear programme was 
for peaceful purposes. Scientist 
Abdul Qadeer Khan made the 
remarks in response to an article 
published in Pakistani and other 
newspapers that claimed be said 
Pakistan had the bomb. Mr. 

- Khan said in a statement that he 
never gave an interview to Indian 

-journalist Kultfip Nayyar , who 
wrote the article (See page $)■ 
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Iraq reports blunting 

three-division Iranian 
offensive near Basra 


Karami announces agreement on 
new Syrian-backed peace plan 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq said on Sun- 
day its troops repelled an overnight attack by 
three divisions of Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards near Basra in southern Iraq. 


A military communique said 
tiie Iranians in a "perfidious” 
attack rushed forward positions 
Saturday night and Sunday morn- 
ing near the strategic port city, 
second largest in Iraq. 

"The eyes of the Iraqi fighters 
were wide open and vigilant to 
■annihilate the aggressive troops 
and keep our defence lines dean 
of the enemy’s filth,” said the 
communique. 

Io a related development, Iraq 
on Sunday accused Israel and the 
United States of suppl y ing new 
warplanes and weapons to Iran, 
and of helping to maintain its 
existing warplane fleet. 

The charge was made by Air 
Marshal Hameed Shaaban, head 
of the Iraqi air force. 

“We possess certain informa- 
tion that Zionist experts and 
others from imperialist states 
have worked for a long time in 
repairing the enemy’s F-4, F-5 


' and F-14 jets and supplying him 
with new aircraft and weapons,” 
Air Marshal Shaaban told the 
Defence Ministry daily A1 Qadis- 
siya. 

An Iranian military statement 
issued in Tehran on Sunday said 
the latest battle began when Iraqi 
troops advanced on Iranian posi- 
tions late Saturday east of Basra. 

It said the Iraqis did this on the 
.assumption that Iranian forces 
were no longer as alert as they 
were during their seven-week- 
long offensive which Tehran de- 
clared ended on Thursday. 

The Ir anian statement said the 
battle resulted in four smashed 
Iraqi brigades, 1,500 Iraqis dead 
or wounded and the destruction 
of 45 tanks and other armoured 
vehicles. 

Tehran said the Iranians adv- 
anced into . Iraqi lines west of 
man-made Fish Lake, located 10 
kilometres oast of Basra, and 


captured one of Iraq’s strongest 
fortifications. 

Abdul Jabbar Mubsen, head of 
the Iraqi Defence Ministry’s poli- 
tical department, said the battle 
ended at 0730 GMT on Sunday 
with "the fall and final defeat of 
the enemy.” 

The Iraqi Supreme Command, 
meeting under President Saddam 
Hussein in Baghdad Saturday, 
decided to launch an attack. 

Iran’s war information head- 
quarters claimed Karbala-5 cost 
the Iraqis 56,500 casualties. Bat 
Western intelligence officials esti- 
mate Iraqi casualties at 10,000 
. killed and 20,000 wounded. 

Iraq, which says Karbala-3 en- 
ded in Iraqi victory since the 
I ranian forces failed to reach Bas- 
ra, says its forces lolled 60,000 
Iranian soldiers, but U.S. officials 
estimate Iranian losses at 23,000 
dead. 

Later on Sunday Iraqi Presi- 
dent Hussein received a cable 
from Third Army Corps Com- 
mander Diauddin Jamal saying 
that Iraqi forces had repulsed the 
Iranian offensive and inflicted 
heavy casualties among Iranian 
troops and equipment. 


Peres and Shamir clash in 
cabinet over Mideast conference 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israefi Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
clashed Sunday at a stormy 
cabinet session over an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East. 

But members of Israel’s 25- 
member cabinet said they did not 
expect the confrontation to lead 
to the break-up of Israel’s fragile 
coalition government 

Mr. Shamir's right-wing Likud 
bloc and Mr. Peres’ left-of-centre 
Labour Party, forced into a coali- 
tion after an election stalemate in 
1984, have squabbled over peace- 
making strategy for the past three 
weeks. 

Israel army radio quoted Mr. 
Shamir as restating his opposition 
to an international conference 
during Sunday’s cabinet debate, 
adiing it a "Soviet-Arab idea.” 

Mr. Shamir was quoted by the 
radio as saying no agreement 
existed among coalition partners 
on an mteniational conference. He 
warned that “either we act 
according to agreed-on policy or 
we separate," the radio said. 

‘Tin continuing with the peace 
process, and I haven’t changed 
my position,” said Mr. Peres, 
who announced during a two-day 
I visit to Cairo that he and Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
agreed to posh for convening the 
! conference by the end of the 
year. 

"There is an argument in the 
cabinet, and e very argument has 

Israel refuses 
comment on 
j Pollard statement 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Cabinet 
minis ters refuskl to comment on 
Sunday on suggestions by former 
American navy analyst Jonathan 
Pollard that orders he received to 
r spy on the U.S. came from high- 
ranking Israeli officials. 

But left-wing Israeli legislator 
Mordechai Vhshubsky urged an j 
immediate inquiry into the allega- 
tions by Pollard, 32, who faces 
sentencing by a U.S. district court 
on Wednesday, Israel Radio said. 

Pollard’s veraon of events, 
contained in a 61-page pre-sen- 
ttmotig statement filed in a U.S. 1 
court Friday, contradicted 
Israel’s dahns that the espionage 
was a renegade operation carried j 
out without the knowledge of 
senior government leaders. 

Pollard’s statement said that 
“the number and type of Israelis 
! associated with this affair suggest 
a high degree of government 
awareness. 

“There were three occasions 
on which I was told the highest 
levels of the Israefi government 
had purportedly extended their 
1 collective thanks,” the statement 
added. ' • 


a certain amount of tenaoir/’-Mr. 
Peres told reporters as heJeft the 
timost. five-hour cabinet session. 

Israel radio reported that dur- 
ing the meeting Mr. Shamir cal- 
led on Mr. Peres to take back a 
statement suggesting that whoev- 
er opposed an mteniational con- 
ference was "killing peace.” Mr. 
Peres countered with a demand 
Mr. Shamir retract statements 
that die conference was a Soviet 
trick and meant returning to 
Israel’s pre-1967 borders. 

Arab states have backed a 
Soviet call for an international 
conference on Middle East peace 
in which the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council would participate, in- 
cluding the United States and the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Peres has said such a con- 
ference could serve as a platform 
. to launch direct negotiations be- 
tween Israel and the Arabs. 

But Mr. Shamir, during a re- 
cent visit to Washington, called 
the idea a Soviet trick, saying it 
would serve only as a forum to try 
to isolate Israel and force it to 
make “unreasonable conces- 
sions.” 

Officials leaving the cabinet 
meeting described the atmos- 
phere as tease but said they did 
not expect the government to 
collapse over the issue. 

“The meeting proved once 
a gain that both parties intend to 
maintain the government despite 
the substantial differences,” 


Labour Minister Moshe Katsav of 
Mr. Shamir’s Likud bloc told 
Israel radio. 

But Energy Minister Moshe 
Shahal of Mir. Peres’ Labour Par- 
ty said Mr. Shamir had raised for 
the first time in a cabinet meeting 
the possibility of ending the 28 
month-old coalition government. 

“The issue brings the relations 
of the two parties and whether 
they will continue together into 
question,” Mr. Shahal told repor- 
ters following the meeting. 

■ “Nothing has been solved — 
there is a need for a talk between 
the prime minister and Peres to 
dear die atmosphere.” 

Mr. Peres told reporters there 
was no need for the government 
to begin a full-fledged debate cm 
the issue until agreement had 
been reached with the Arabs on 
conditions for bolding the confer- 
ence. 

"We mut come to a decision 
after there is advancement on 
this,” he said, adding: “I deal 
with the peace process, not with 
government crises.” 

Among the issues yet to be 
resolved are the nature of a 
Palestinian delegation to the talks 
and the terms for Soviet and 
Chinese participation. 

Mr. Peres has said Israel would 
accept Soviet participation only if 
Moscow renewed diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel and allowed 
Soviet Jews to emigrate. China 
would also have to establish ties, 
he has said. 


Deposed Amal leader 
stages mutiny in south 


BEIRUT (AP) — A deposed 
I second-in-command of Justice 
Minister Nabfli Beni claimed 
Sunday be seized control of the 
mainstream Sbi’ite Muslim militia 
in Sooth Lebanon, calling his 
mutiny a "corrective movement.” 

Hassan Hashem, Antal's for- 
mer deputy chairman who was 
replaced last summer, said his 
supporters seized Amal’s offices 
throughout South Lebanon ex- 
cept tite market town of Nab*- 
tiyeh, 60 kilometres southeast of 
Beirut.. 

He said in a communique 
| issued at his hometown of Mar- 
! wanieh in South Lebanon that his 
forces had laid siege to Naba- 
I tiyeh, where Mr. Bern’s two 
i main., commanders, Mahmoud 
Faqih and Abu Jamal, held out. 

Reporters in Sidon, provincial 
capita] of South Lebanon, said 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) appeared sym- 
pathetic of Mr- Hasbem’s upris- 
ing, but has undertaken no action 
to support his putsch. 

They said pro-Iranian Shiite 
factions in the south, including 
HzzboOah, also were “inactively 


sympathetic” of Mr. Hashenfs 
mutiny because they share his 
resentment of Syria’s recent dis- 
patch of troops to Beinif s west- 
ern sector. _ 

Amal spokesman in Beirut, 
however, played down the 
mutiny as "insignificant and 
bound to quickly fall apart,” 
saying Mr. Hashem commands, 
the allegiance of only 150 fighters 
at Maiwanieb only. 

“What they did is that they set 
up a checkpoint on the coastal 
highway just south of Sidon and 
turned back travellers to the 
south* telling them ‘there is an 
uprising under way. Your safety 
will be imperilled if you don’t go 
back,” one spokesman said. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
Hashem, 32, had lately been 
“flirting” with the PLO, which 
• also opposed Syria’s military in- 
tervention to snuff out a week of 
factional fighting in Beirut’s west- 
ern sector. 

The PLO says the Syrians stu- 
ped in to resow Amal from de- 
feat in the Beirut fighting at the 
hands of Progressive Socialist 
Party militia. 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Lebanese Muslim leaden said 
they had agreed on Sunday to a 
new Syrian-brokered plan to end 
the 11-year-old civil waT in 
Lebanon. 

“We wish farther discussions 
between Syrians and Lebanese to 
be in the light of this agreement, 
which will lead us out of our 
impasse,” Lebanese Prime Minis- 
ter Rashid Karami told reporters. 

Mr. Karami spoke after a third 
round of talks between top Syrian 
officials and Lebanese leaders 
that also included Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP) leader 
Watid Junblatt and Shi'ite Mus- 
lim Amal militia leader Nabih 
Beni. 

Syria hosted the talks in a bid 
to build on its successful crack- 
down on warring militias in west 
Beirut. 

Political sources quoted by 
Reuter said the new agreement 
resembled a December 1985 
peace accord signed by Christian 
and Muslim militia representa- 

PLO: Syria 
should take 
responsibility 
for ending 
‘camps war’ 

TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation-. 
(PLO) told an Arab League com- 
mittee on Sunday that Syria 
should take responsibility for en- 
ding the “camps war” in Leba- 
non. 

PLO foreign affairs chief 
Farouk Kaddonmi quoted Yasser 
Arafat, chairman of the PLO. as 
telling the committee, winch is 
charged with seeking an end to 
the “camps war,” that no solution 
had yet been found to end the 
fighting between Lebanese Shi’ite 
Amal mili tiamen and Palestinians 
defending their camps in west 
Beimt and South Lebanon. 

The PLO leader told the min- 
isterial committee, which is 
charged with organising a cease- 
fire, that the siege of the camps 
by Amal is continuing, Mr. Kad- 
dounri told reporters. 

“Now the responsibility is en- 
tirely Syrian. Syria must take 
responsibility. We, the Palesti- 
nians, accuse the Syrians of this 
situation,” Mr. Kaddoumi said 
on leaving the meeting. 

“The committee is still discus- 
sing how to obtain practical steps 
to lift the siege to allow food and 
medicine into the camps,” he 
added. 

The meeting of the committee 
composed of Arab League 
Secretary General Cbadh Klibi 
and seven foreign ministers, com- 
es one week after 7,000 Syrian 
troops were deployed in Beirut. 

The PLO, dismayed at the Sy- 
rian intervention intended to 
quell fighting between Lebanese 
factions, sees the Syrian move as 
a threat to Palestinian camps be- 
sieged by Amal and has said it 
wants an Arab military force to 
be sent in to defend them. 

It wants Arab League states 
which gave Syria and other Arab 
nations a mandate 10 years ago to 
send peacekeeping troops into 
Lebanon to reconsider the move. 

Mr. Arafat also wants the com- 
mittee to resume a shuttle peace 
mission to Damascus and Beirut 
to try to organise a lasting cease- 
fire. 

The committee, which was cre- 
ated in December, went to Syria 
and Lebanon in January and last 
met in Kuwait at the time of the 
Islamic summit the same month. 

Sunday’s meeting was called by 
Mr. Klibi and Algerian Foreign 
Minister Ahmad Taleb Ibrahimi, 
who are the committee's co-chair- 
men. The other member coun- 
tries are Jordan, the United Arab 
Emirates, Tunisia, Kuwait, 
Mauritania and North Yemen. 

Only Algeria and Mauritania 
had sent foreign ministers, with 
other states sending foreign 
ministry official; or Arab League 
permanent representatives. 

The PLO has asked Iran to 
stop military and financial aid to 
Amal, the Palestinian news agen- 
cy WAFA quoted a PLO spokes- 
man as saying. 


fives but which failed after stiff 
opposition from President Amin 
Gemayel and other Christian 
leaders. 

It was not dear if Mr. Gemayel 
had approved the new Syrian 
plan, but the sources said some 
constitutional concessions prop- 
osed by Mr. Gemayel had been 
taken into account. 

Diplomatic sources said Mr. 
Gemayel’s most recent proposals 
recognised a “distinguished'' Sy- 
rian relationship with Lebanon, 
an official Syrian demand. He 
also suggested certain alterations 
in Musmn-Christian power-shar- 
ing arrangements. 

Mr. Gemayel’s rejection of the 
1985 Damascus-sponsored accord 
led to strained relations with Sy- 
rian President Hafez A1 Assad, 
but the two men met at the 
Islamic summit in Kuwait in 
January. 

Mr. Assad told reporters after 
their 55-minute meeting, their 
first in a yean “We will multiply 
our efforts to overcome the 


Lebanese-Syrian difficulties.” 

In an address to the summit, 
Mr. Gemayel praised the Syrian 
leader for “extending a helping 
hand." 

Muslim ministers including Mr. 
Karami, Mr. Beni and Mr. Junb- 
latt have boycotted Mr. Gemayel 
and have not attended full 
cabinet meetings since the break- 
down of the earlier agreement. 

The last emissary from Mr. 
Gemayel came to Syria last week. 

Mr. Karami said he and other 
Muslim leaders were to return to 
Lebanon Sunday. 

“We are awaiting what will be 
done in the future and we will 
define our stand in the light of 
what we believe in the interest of 
our country,” Mr. Karami said. 

As the peace planwas 
announced in Damascus, crowds 
thronged the west Beirut seafront 
one week after 7,000 Syrian 
troops rolled in to end militia 
gunlaw. 

Reaction to the plan from 
Christian leaders in Beirut was 


not immediately available. 

In west Beirut, crowds 
thronged the seafront, joggers 
darted in and out of weekend 
traffic and fishermen cast their 
lines into the Mediterranean. 

In another development, police 
said a Mercedes-Benz laden with 
150 kilogrammes of explosives 
was discovered and defused after 
it crossed from the mainly Christ- 
ian eastern sector into west 
Beirut at mid-morning. 

Police said the driver, a Muslim 
had confessed that be planned to 
park the carbomb near west 
Beirut's seaside Summerland 
Hotel at the instructions of the 
“Lebanese Forces" militia, which 
allegedly recruited him. 

Twenty-seven people have 
been killed and 176 wounded in 
five carbomb explosions in Leba- 
non this year. 

Syria launches ‘hands and minds’ 
iumpaign in Beirut; Kanaan takes 
on militia anarchy, page 2 


Israeli policeman injured in Jenin 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israeli police- 
man was wounded in a dash with 
demonstrating Palestinian stu- 
dents in the West Bank on Sun- 
day and four students were 
arrested by Israeli police after the 
incident. 

AP said the policeman was stab- 
bed and wounded by “masked 
Palestinians” inside a school in 
Jenin. It quoted Israeli officials as 
saying that the incident followed 
stone-throwing demonstrations 
by students at the school. 

Renter said the policeman was 
injured in the stone thro wing. 

Israel Radio said students at a 
boys’ school in Jenin were de- 
monstrating against Syria’s in- 
creased military role in Lebanon 
when paramilitary border police 
became involved. The students 
pelted them with stones. 

An Israeli police patrol was 
unable to disperse the protesters 
by firing rubber bullets and tear 
gas ana shooting over their 
beads, said an Israeli spokes- 
woman quoted by AP. 


The patrol then charged into 
the school, according to Israel 
Radio. The commander of the 
unit was stabbed in the hand 
during the assault and taken to a 
medical infirmary suffering light 
injuries, the army spokesman 
said. 

Four Palestinians were arrested 
in the incident, according to the 
radio. 

In a second incident, Palestinians 
from the Askar refugee camp near 
Nablus demonstrated to protest the 
overnight arrest of 21 people from 
the camp, according to the Palesti- 
nian Press Service, which monitors 
news in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

In occupied Gaza, an explosion on 
Saturday night slightly damaged an 
Israeli bus parked next to a police 
station. No-one was injured 

Levy’s ‘warning’ 

Meanwhile Isaeli Chief of Staff 
Moshe Levy warned that the ap- 
plication of unbridled force on 
the part of Israeli troops against 


Palestinian protesters could lead 
to “Terrorism inside Israel." 

Speaking daring a visit to the 
village of Kfar Tabor, Lieute- 
nant-General Levy warned that 
Israel must deal gently with a 
wave- of protests that has swept 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip over the past three 
weeks. 

-2“ Arabs jailed 

In Lod, an Israeli nulitaiy court 
on Sunday sentenced two Arabs 
to life in prison for the murder of 
a soldier they allegedly kidnap- 
ped in a plot to swap him for 
Arabs held in Israeli jails. 

The court said the defendants, 
Walid Nimer Assad Daka, 25, 
and Rushdi Hamdoun Abu 
Mocb, 24, carried out the plot in 
1984 with two other Arabs con- 
victed earlier after pleading 
guilty. 

All four were members of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine and from the Baqa 
A1 Gharbiya village. Reuter said. 


Europe welcomes Gorbachev proposal 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — West- 
ern Europe on Sunday welcomed 
Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's offer to move ahead 
with a separate agreement on 
intermediate-range nuclear force 
(INF) missiles as a major break- 
through in the superpower arms 
control stalemate. 

West German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher re- 
flected a feeling of satisfaction 
and relief among the allies, saying 
Mr. Gorbachevas proposal 
cleared the way for an agreement 
to x>iish all U.S. and Soviet 
medinm-range missiles in 
Europe. 

In a statement, Mr. Genscher 
called for speedy negotiations in 
Geneva between the superpowers 
to tie up an accord on the issue. 

In Brussels, Lord Carrington, 
secretary-general of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO), which has urged Mos- 
cow to negotiate a separate INF 


accord, said Mr. Gorbachev’s 
proposal appeared to be a “sub- 
stantial step forward.” 

In Britain, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, who is due to 
visit Moscow at the end of this 
month, had been placed in a 
particularly strong position to 
help move the superpower INF 
talks forward. 

Any removal of medium-range 
missiles would directly affect 
West Germany, Britain, Italy and 
Belgium which have already sta- 
tioned 316 U.S. cruise and Per- 
shing^ under a 1979 NATO 
deployment decision. 

The Netherlands has pledged 
to start stationing 48 cruise mis- 
siles next year. But Dutch De- 
fence Minister WIm van Eekelen, 
asked in a radio interview if the 
chances of deployment had re- 
ceded with the Gorbachev offer, 
replied: "Yes, I think so." 

Belgian Foreign Minister Leo 


Tindemans described the Gor- 
bachev announcement as an “im- 
portant and positive measure” 
that matched the wishes of his 
country. 

In Geneva, U.S. and Soviet 
arms- control negotiators sche- 
duled a special session on Mon- 
day to discuss the Gorbachev 
proposal. 

“I think it is a constructive step 
that should open the way to 
concluding the remaining issues 
leading ultimately to a treaty,' 1 
Richard Perie, U.S. assistant 
secretary of defence, said. 

Mr. Perie warned, however, 
that a "great many details,” in- 
cluding how to police a treaty, 
would have to be agreed upon 
before a final accord could be 
reached. 

He said the current round of 
the Geneva talks, due to end 
Wednesday, may be extended for 
the group dealing with the 
medium-range weapons. 


Pressure mounts on Reagan to admit mistake 


WASHINGTON (AP) - For- 
mer Senator Paul Laxalt said 
Sunday he doubted President 
Ronald Reagan was ready to 
renounce the U.S. anns-sale in- 
itiative with Iran, despite the 
Tower Commission's condemna- 
tion of that policy and Mr. 
Reagan's subsequent replace- 
ment of White House Chief of 
Staff Donald T. Regan. 

Mr. Laxalt, one of Mr. 
Reagan's closest longtime politic- 
al confi dants , said that in his 
address to the nation later this 
week, Mr. Reagan should admit 
“this was a flawed policy... a trip 
that shouldn't have been taken... 
rd tike to have him do that, but I 
don’t think he’s there in his own 
mind yet” 

Mr. Reagan acknowledged in 
his Jan. 27 state of the union 
address that “serious mistakes 
were made,” but be has never 
conceded that the administration 
was seeking to trade arms for 
hostages. 

Senate Republican leader Bob 


Dole joined Mr. Laxalt in public- 
ly urging Mr. Reagan to take full 
responsibility for the Iran-contra 
affair when the president makes 
his nationally broadcast speech, 
probably on Wednesday or 
Thursday. 

Sharing Mr. Laxalt’s view, Mr. 
Dole said that Mr. Reagan must 
“if not apologise, get very dose 
to it I don't know if he'll do it or 
not." 

Meanwhile, former Republican 
Senator John Tower, appearing 
with Mr. Laxalt on ABC-TVs 
“This Week with David Brink- 
ley,” said he believed Mr. 
Reagan, in approving the sale of 
U.S. aims to Tehran, “convinced 
hims elf that selling arms to Iran 
was strikingly different from ran- 
soming hostages.” 

Mr. Reagan pledged on Satur- 
day to quickly prepare a forceful 
agenda with new Chief of Staff 
Howard Baker as the administra- 
tion strives to put the Iran arms 
scandal behind it. 

Mr. Baker, a 61-year-old for- 


mer Tennessee senator, starts 
work on Monday in place of Mr. 
Regan. 

The scandal, which included 
the diversion of funds to Nicara- 
guan contra rebels, brought Mr. 
Reagan the worst crisis of his 
presidency. 

In his weekly Saturday radio 
address, Mr. Reagan said he was 
pleased Mr. Baker had agreed to 
take the job as his top aide. 

"He’D be here next week and 
we’re going to be wasting no time 
in preparing for another two 
years of aggressive work,” Mr. 
Reagan said. 

Former Sen. Edmund Muslde, 
an (reposition Democrat who 
served on the Tower Commis- 
sion, said in an interview on 
Sunday that the panel's members 
were appalled Mr. Reagan’s in- 
ability to recall details of “signifi- 
cant occasions” in the Iran arms 
sale affair. 

McFariane pleased with Tower 
report, page 2 
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Home-Middle East news 


Syria launches ‘hearts and 
minds’ campaign in Beirut 


BEIRUT (R) — Syrian troops have started to hand 
out pamphlets to west Beirut’s war-weary citizens in 
a bid to widen popular support for their security 
drive against militia lawlessness in the mainl y 
Muslim sector of the city. 


“We in Syria see the interest of 
the Lebanese as the same as that 
of the Syrians ,” one leaflet said. 
“We feel pain when they feel pain 
and we rejoice when they re- 
joice.’* 

About 7,000 Syrian troops rol- 
led into the capital's western area 
a week ago to halt street fighting 
between the Shi'ite Amai Move- 
ment and leftist organisations. 

Troops were seen handing out 
leaflets to motorists, ripping 
down pictures of militia chiefs 
and Iran's Ayatollah Rnholiah 
Khomeini and posting up pro- 
Syrian posters. 

“There will be more snipers to 
destroy civilisation and kill inno- 
cent people," one poster said. 

For 30 minutes an artillery bat- 


tle raged Saturday at tbe Palesti- 
nian refugee camps of Bourj A1 
Barajneh and Shatila on the 
southern outskirts of Beirut, the 
worst fighting reported since 
Syria moved its troops into the 
western sector. 


Palestinian sources said four 
people, including a year-old 
child, were wounded. Thgey de- 
nied radio reports that the fight- 
ing was among rival Palestinians 
in the settlements. 


He was also being questioned 


In Damascus. Lebanese lead- 
ers and top Syrian . officials met 


Saturday to review ways of map- 
ping out the next stage of the 


ping out the next stage of the 
Beirut security plan, the Syrian 
News Agency SANA reported. 
In Christian east Beirut, Presi- 


Kanaan takes on Beirut militia anarchy 


BEIRUT (R) — Gearing out 
gunmen who have made Beirut a 
byword for bloodshed, kidnap- 
ping and mayhem is a daunting 
task tackled with a combination 
of force and diplomacy by Syria's 
tough-minded Brigadier Ghazi 
Kanaan. 

As Syria’s military intelligence 
chief in Lebanon, he has at his 
disposal in west Beirut 7,000 
troops backed by tanks and artil- 
lery, cooperation from pro-Syrian 
Lebanese factions and plenty of 
information from a network of 
agents. 

Brig. Kanaan is the man Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad relies 
on to execute his strategy for 
controlling a turbulent, unpre- 
dictable neighbour/ 

An urbane, compelling man in 
his mid-forties. Brig. Kanaan 
speaks cogently with dry touches 
of humour and rarely loses comp- 
osure. 

He displayed no regret after 
Syrian troops killed 18 pro-Ira- 
nian Hizbollah (Party of God) 
militants last week in the dar- 
kened streets of Basta, their main 
west Beirut stronghold. 

“They are all the same to us,” 
he said. “We repeatedly warned 
gunmen to withdraw while our 
forces were being deployed." 

During battles between rival 
militias last month, Brig. Kanaan 
drove tirelessly from one combat 
zone to another trying to per- 
suade west Beirut’s hot-blooded 


street fighters to observe a cease- 
fire. Their leaders were else- 
where. 

Wearing a stylish business suit, 
he never carried a pistol. But his 
Mercedes was always tailed by 
jeeploads of bodyguards. 

Brig. Kanaan 's Lebanon post 
began after Israel's 1982 invasion. 
He had spent nearly 10 years as 
head of military intelligence in 
central Syria, including the cities 
of Homs and Hama where Sunni 
Muslim fundamentalists were 
forcibly crushed in the early 
1980s. 

Born in the Homs region and, 
like Mr. Assad, a member of 
Syria's powerful Alawite com- 
munity, Brig. Kanaan does not 
court popularity. His confidence 
in forging through the political 
minefields of Lebanon stems 
from a sense that as Syria's senior 
official on the spot he wields the 
foil eight of its influence. 

. “I am Syria, I am tbe state — 
not a band of militias,” he told 
recalictrant Sunni fundamental- 
ists during a Syrian-backed militia 
assault on the north Lebanese 
'city. of Tripoli in 1985. 

His role in shaping Syrian poli- 
cy in Lebanon is not clear, but he 
has worked doggedly to achieve 
Mr. Assad’s political objectives. 

In 1985, he negotiated the 
peaceful entry of Syrian troops 
into the Christian town of Zahleh 
in east Lebanon as well as their 
takeover of Tripoli after a bloody 



Brig. Ghazi Kanaan ' 

showdown with Sunni militants 
once allied to Plaestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat. 

He also led pro-Syrian militias 
in a dragnet for Soviet diplomats 
seized in Beirut by kidnappers 
opposed to the Tripoli siege. One 
was killed by his captors, but 
three were released. 

Brig. Kanaan survived Syria's 
biggest policy setback in Lebanon 
since his arrival — the collapse of 
a peace pact signed by Falangist 
Druze and Shi’ite Muslim nnjitia 
leaders on Dec. 31, 1985. j 

The accord, designed to -end 
Lebanon's 11-year-old civil war 
by giving the Muslim majority 
more power and enshrining closer 
ties with Syria, crumbled when 
President Amin Gemayel helped 
hardliners oust its Christian 
signatory, Elie Hobeika. 


100 reportedly hurt in Egyptian feud 


■ CAIRO (AP) — Security author- 
ities have arrested 15 Muslim 
fundamentalists who allegedly set 
fire to a Coptic Christian Church 
in southern Egypt in retaliation 
for what they believed to be the 
deliberate burning down of a 
mosque, a newspaper said 
Sunday. 

In a second incident also re- 
lated to sectarian strife, 17 people 


were arrested in another town 
after trying to bum down a 
church and several Coptic-owned 
stores. The incident took place 
after rumours that Christians 
were spraying the sign of the 
cross on veiled Muslim girls, the 
newspaper and an informed 
source said. 

Another newspaper, Sawt AJ 
Watan or voice of the nation. 


published by Nasserite Socialists, 
claimed that 100 were injured in 
dashes between students and 
Copts which security forces broke 
up with tear gas bombs. The 
paper also claimed 250 students 
and some civilians were arrested. 

’ Efforts to reach tbe two south- 
ern towns failed and telephone , 
operators said all lines to south- 
ern Egypt were out of order. 
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dent Amin Gemayel told French 
Ambassador Christian Graeff 
that the gunman who killed 
France’s military attache last 
year had been arrested. 

“I have been informed by the 
president that tbe killer was 
arrested,” Mr. Graeff said. He 
did not identify the suspect. 

Col. Christian Gouttierre was 
shot dead in front of his embassy 
in east Beirut on Sept. 30. 

Judicial sources told Reuters 
the suspected killer was a Shi'ite 
from the Baalbek area in east 
Lebanon's Bekaa Valley. 


Qadhafi 
says U.S. 
planned 
invasion 
to bring 
him down 


Iranians, flee to Turkey in large num 


over a bid to kill rightwmo Falan- 
gist politician Camille Chamoun 
on Jan. 7, 1986, and bad been 
sought in connection with a car 
bomb found and safely defused 
the following month in east 
Beirut. 

The sources said they believed 
tbe alleged assassin was a mem- 
bers of a six-member guerrilla 
group. 


LONDON (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi was quoted as 
saying the Reagan administration 
planned to invade Libya and top- 
ple him with the aid of Egyptian 
troops in 1985. 

“They were planning xo use 
B-52 bombers,” Col. Qadhafi 
told the Observer newspaper in, 
an interview published in Sun- 
day’s edition. 

“And there were other plans to 
kill me. We were surprised to 
have these plots, these diabolical 
plots, coming from a state which 
is supposed to be superpower,” 
he said. 

The Washington Post reported 
last week that top White House 
officials drew up a plan for a joint 
U.S.-Egyptian invasion of Libya 
but it was squashed by the State 
Deportment. 

Col. Qadhafi told the British 
Dewspaper that be had increased 
aid to the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA). 

Asked whether he had beefed 
up assistance because of the Brit- 
ish government's permission for 
U.S. planes to launch last April's 
raid on Libya from bases in Bri- 
tain, Col. Qadhafi said: “Yes, of 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 775111-19 


PROGRAMME ONE 

15J0 Koran 

15:56 Programme Review 

15:55 Cartoons 

16:10 Toms Sawyer 

liJS Scientific Programme (Arabic) 

17:00 Different Strokes 

17:30 Time in Time. 

18:60 Arabic Series 

1&50 Local Panel 

19--20 Local Programme on Ihc Armed 
Forces 

19:50 Programme Review and Varieties 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20 JO Message from Oman 

20:40 Arabic Series 

21:40 ^ Local Comedy 

22:00 Tomorrow's Programmes 

22:05 Arabic Series 

23:00 News Summary in Arabic 

23:10 Arabic Varieties 

23 JO Closedown 


19:06 News Desk 

19J0 Date with a Star 

2th0O Evening Show 

21:00 News Summary 

21:05 Evening Show Conid. 

22:00 News Summary 

22:05 Evening Show Continued 

23:00 News Summary 

23:05 Evening Show Continued 

24:00 Close Down 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An exhftrilian of plastic arts marking 
the University of Jordan's silver jubilee 
ai the university (until March 4). 


Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Munta- 
zab, Jataal Luwnbdeb. Opening hours: 
10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 


6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. TeL 
630128. 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

659. 720. 1323 KHz 


PROGRAMME two 

18:00 L'aube Jcs homines 

IfcW News in French 

19:15 Sport magazine (French) 

lfc30 News in Hebrew 

10:45 Magazine Zero One 

20:60 News in Arabic 

20 J0 Executive Stress 

21:10 William the Conqueror" (a new 
•riini scries) 

22M News in English 

22:20 Fresno (mini series) 


96:00 Newsdesk OfcJO The Wind in 
The Willows 06:45 Reflections 06:50 
Waveguide 07:60 World News 07:09 24 
Hours: News Summary 07 JO Nature 
Notebook 07:45 Recording of the 
Week 08:00 Newsdesk 68J0 Not So 
Long Ago 09d» World News 09dW> 24 
Hows: News Summary 09J0 Play: 
Jude the Obscure 10:00 World News 
10:69 Reflections 10:15 AIDS Phone- 
in 10J0 AIDS Phone-in 11:00 World 
News 11:09 British Press Review 11:15 
Good Books 11:30 Financial News 
11:45 Feeble 's Choice 12:00 News 
Summary: Not So Long Ago 12J0 The 
Alternative Proms 1*00 World News 
13:09 News About Britain 13:15 
Zoowalk - Berlin 1*30 Album Time 
I4£0 Radio Newsreel 14:15 Quote, 


* An an exhibition by /Unfit! Naser 
Odeh at the Jordanian Plastic Artists 
Association in Jabal Luweibdch (until 
March 7). 


FEATURE FILM 


Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Mmeum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening bonis 9.00 a.m. -1.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


• “Bom Yesterday" at 7:00 p.m. at the 
American Centre. 


CINEMA 


CHURCHES 


■ Un amour de swarm' at 8:00 p.m. at 
the French Cultural Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Unquote 14:45 Spons Round-up 15:00 
World News 15:09 24 Hours: News 


RADIO JORDAN 

Stf KHz. AM & 99 MHz. FM 
«6 partly on 9560 KHz. SW 
Tel: 774111-19 


Summary I5J0 Just a Little OITunc 
16:09 News Summary; Outlook lfc45 
Hotel du Lac 17:00 Radio Newsreel 
17:15 Not So Long Ago 17:45 Kings of 
Swing 18:00 World News 18:09 Com- 
mentary 19:15 My Word 19J9 New 
Ideas 19--4B Book Choice 19 JO Sports 
Round-up 2tfc00 Newsdesk 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 64437 1 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cnltnral Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 


Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 


07:00 



07 JO 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

08:00 


MW 1260 & SW 7200. 9565. 11740. 

MfcOO 

Hk05 


11925 and 15210 Hz 

1140 



12:00 

12.-05 

1*00 ; 

Spectrum 

Morning 06:00 News 06:10 Newsline 
06JO VOA Morning 07:00 News 07:10 

13.-05 



14:00 



14:10 


J7J0 Musk USA 18:06 News 18:10 

1540 



IfcOO 

16:05 


Features 19H» News 19:10 Newsline 

16J0 



17:00 

My Word 


I7J0 



18.D0 

18:05 


22.-00 News & Editorial 22:15 Music 
USA Jazz "23:00 News 2*10 World 

18J0 


Report 


MUSEUMS 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for an 
ages, plus a small planetarium. Open 


ages, phis a small planetarium. Open 
afl week 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and *30 
p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Closed on Friday. 


p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Closed on Friday, 
FoOden Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4th to IBlh 
centuries). The Reman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-rouniTel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeologic al Mntmm: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal AI OaTa 
(Chattel Kill). Opening hours: 9.00 
aon.-S.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
hoGdavg 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Aumdatiou (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdch T Tel. 
637440. 

De ta Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 
Temssnla Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luweibdeh, ma« in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Qnwcfa of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) A Mali, Tel. 623541. 
AngBcan Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Tel. 678906. 
Armenian CathoBc Church Ashrafieh. 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Aihra- 
fieh, TeL 77526.L 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. TeL 771751. 

Amma n International Charcfa (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Sbmcisani. Tel. 
677534. 

Erangefica! Lutheran Church Jabal 
Amman, 6th Circle. (Rev. N. Smir), 
Tel. 611295. 
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By Schdrerezade Faramarzi 
Associated Press 

BAZARGAN, Iran — For 
three banian men crossing from 
their homeland into Turkey, the 
first act of their new lives was to 
open beers and bold tbe cans in a 
gesture of “dicers” to the Re- 
volutionary Guards across the 
frontier. 

Alcohol is banned in tbe Isla- 
mic Republic of Iran. 

“It's like breaking the chains 
and getting loose,” said Mehcfi, 
21, who left Iran last week along 
with about 50 others, most of 
whom said they were emigrating 
for good. 

“Have you .'ever been sent- 
enced to Kfe_ imprisonment and 
then suddenly 1 set free?” . asked 
Reza, 31, who accompanied 
Mehdi on the' bus. “That's bow I 
feel.” 

Most of the Iranians inter- 
viewed last week in Turkey asked 
that their family names not to be 
used to protect relatives who re- 
mained behind. 

Many said they had left Iran to 
avoid the 6 Vi- year-old war with 
Iraq. Others complained of poli- 
tical differences with the govern- 
ment, and others presumably left 
to seek economic opportunities. 

Iran prohibits men over 18 
from leaving unless they have 
fulfilled their milit ary ob liga tion. 
Boys over 15 are not allowed to 
leave to keep them from evading 
the draft when they turn 18. But 
most other Iranians are freely 


allowed exit visas, and thousands 
have left the country legally. 

Hundreds of thousands more 
have left the country illegally. An 
estimated 600,000 Iranians are 
living in Turkey, the main des- 
tination of the emigrants. 

Most of the I ranians on the bus 
last week had left Iran with valid 
passports. One man with forged 
, passport was interrogated by Ira- 
nian guards for six hours before 
being permitted to leave. 

Tbe man, who asked not to be 1 
named, said he believed the offi- 
cials were happier to allow him 
leave than have him in Iran as 
“another counterrevolutionary 
and threat to the regime." 

Some Iranians escape through 
the Zagros Moon tains on foot to 
Turkey with the help of Kurdish 
rebels, who charge about S3, 000 
(2,550,000 rials) a head. 

An Iranian immigr ation offic- 
er, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, admitted there were 


illegal crossings. 

“We do our best to facilitate 
the exit of Iranians who come 
here with valid passports. But 
there are still those who leave 
through the mountains. What can 
we do? We can’t always stop 
them. We do our best, but a lot 
manage to escape,” the officer 
said in an interview last week. 

He said the Iranian govern- 
ment had said it would issue exit 
visas for those who wished to 
leave and seek asylum abroad. 

But, “those who are national- 


ists will come back. As for those 
who are traitors, it's just as well 
that they don’t come owJL, **»-- 
cause they don’t belong here. 
After all it’s the love for the land 
which would determine whether, 
one should leave or stay,” he 
said. 

Since 1981, more than 13,000 
Iranian refugees have registered 
with the U.N. High Conmrission 
for Refugees in Turkey and more 
than half of them have been 
resettled in other countries, 
according to the Geneva-based 
U.N. agency. 

1 Iranians, who are not required 
visas to eater Turkey, are given a 
three-month stay. To renew the 
visas, they must travel by bus to 
neighbouring Bulgaria before 
being permitted to re-enter for a 
further three-mouth stay. 

Hamid, 19, crossed last week 
over the snow-laden north, west- 
ern border into Turkey. “It was 
so cold that I forgot all about the 
fear” of being caught, he said. 

Hami d said be fled the draft. “I 
couldn’t leave my house for fear 
of being taken to the war. What is 
the purpose of dying?” he said. 

! Houshang, 24, another Ira- 
nian who fled last December to 
escape die war, said he cried 
when he stepped on Turkish soil 
“because I knew I would never be 
able to go back” unless there was 
a change in the government. 

For many Iranian youths the 
real problem starts when they 
reach Turkey, with no legal 


papers. V 

“When I was in fang/i thought 
die most important- thfog was 
crossing the border. Now t realise 

that it is the Turkish police” said - 

Mustafa, 24, who smuggled him- ■ 
self out eight months ago and 
lives in Istanbul in a small rooftop , 
apartment with bis wife and two 
other Iranian men. 

Tbe Iranians . have difficulty 
finding third countries -to accept 
them. In Octob er, B aa RerWfc'. 

' tightened the restrictions oh Ira- 
nians from Turkey who seek fo - 
pass through the city to settle in 
West Germany. 

Hassan Hussein, a senior Tur- 
kish official in the North eastern - 
Turkish border town of Gurbnlak - 
said Iran and Turkey maimahva 
1937 agreement calling for the 
return of escaped citizens from 
either country. He said Turkey . 
had returned several Iranians, 
including two the previous week. 

In another incident last week, '' 
four Iranians were killed and two * - 
others wounded in' a ; clash with . ' 
Turkish security forces in Gurbu^ 
lak. The Iranians were among 2fr' r 
people . attempting to illegally . 
cross into Turkey. 

Turkey is the first choice of 
Iranians wanting to leave the 
puritanical government of 
Ayatollah RohoQah Khomeini. 
The border with Iraq is a war 
zone and few Iranians want to 
escape north to the Soviet Union ' 
or east to war-tom Afghanistan 
or Pakistan. 


McFarlane pleased with Tower report 


Security forces in tbe province 
claimed last year that the Libyans 
had given the IRA more than £T 
million (S1.5 million) to buy 
weapons on the open market 

In the interview, which the 
Observer said was conducted at a 
remote desert campsite in Libya, 
Col. Qadhafi welcomed the elec- 
tion last week of Charles 
Haughey as Ireland's . prime 
minister. 

Mr. Haughey, leader of the 
Fianna Fail Party, visited Tripoli 
last year. 

Col. Qadhafi was quoted in the 
interview as saying that be be- 
lieved Anglican Church envoy 
Teny Waite, who visited Libya 
three years ago, “might have 
been a spy.” 

.During that. visit, Mr. Waite 
negotiated the- release of several' 
Britons held in Libya. 

He has been missing since Jan. 
20 in Lebanon, where he went to 
negotiate tbe release of Western 
hostages there. 

“Before, we thought he was a 
religious man,” Col. Qadhafi 
said. “We respected him and he 
came to talk to me. I put it 
forward to the people's confer- 
ence to discuss the problem of the 
release of the British people and 
we released them. 

“In return, we agreed with him 
that he would help with the re- 
lease of the Libyan students there 
and also help to improve relations 
between the two countries. But 
unfortunately, he did not respect 
his promise, so now we think that 
he might have been a spy because 
all the agreements he made were 
not respected.” 


WASHINGTON (R) — Former 
National Security Adviser Robert 
McFarlane has said he felt vindic- 
ated! by the Tower Commission 
report on the Reagan administra- 
tion's secret arms sales to Iran. 

In an radio interview, Mr. 
McFarlane also said he felt partly 
responsible for the scandal, the 
worst to rock the Reagan pres- 
idency. 

Asked if he felt vindicated by 
the report, he replied: “Yes, I am 
pleased with the report. 

“I think the commission has 
done an extraordinary job in 
establishing a record of truth, and 
in the sense that I was able to 
contribute to it. I'm satisfied.” 

The 282-page • report, released 
Thursday by tbe three-man com- 
mission, sharply criticised the sec- 
ret arms sales to Iran aiid^e 
diversion of funds to the Nicara- 
guan contra rebels. . 

It portrayed President Reagan 
as being out of touch with the 
actions of his staff and said he was 


ill-served by his closest advisers, 
who gave conflicting accounts to 
the commission. 

A major issue has been 
whether Mr. Reagan gave prior 
approval for Israel to send arms 
to Iran in August 1985. Mr. 
McFarlane said Mr. Reagan had 
approved the shipments, while 
Donald Regan — who resigned as 
chief of staff Friday and was 
replaced by former Senator Ho? 
ward Baker — said the president 
did not. 


Mr. Reagan himself gave con- 
flicting versions to the commis- 
sion and later sent a letter saying 
he could not remember. The re- 
port said Mr. McFarlane’s ver- 
son was the most logical. 

“I think the report did pqint out 
that recollection is one basis' for 
knowing the tnitb fend the other 
was logic, and it seemed to them 
plausible and likely that' as I 
portrayed the events they took 
place,” Mr. McFarlane said. 


“It would have been implausi- 
ble for me to have reached that 
decision on my own when in fact 
it could not have been carried out 
without the cooperation of the 
Defence Department. And if the 
secretary of defence was 
opposed to it, as he dearly was. it 
would require' the president's 
approval, which of course was 
given,” he said. 

Mr. McFarlane, who resigned 
his post on Dec. 4, 1985, for 
personal reasons, did not discuss 
his hospitalisation earlier, this 
month for what police said was a 
suicide attempt. But he said Mr. 
Reagan phoned him to offer 
words of support. 

In the interview, Mr. McFar- 
lane defended Mr. Reagan, 
saying he was a well-meaning 
. man who “ought not to be held 
completely irresponsible” for the 
scandal. 

“I was there, in charge of the 
staff, and I was responsible,” he 
said. 


France 
keeps tight 
security after 
Abdallah trial 


PARIS (R) — Fears of renewed - 
political violence surfaced in 
France Sunday following the life- 
sentence passed on Lebanese- - — 
gunman Georges Irbabuh A btte *: \ - 
lah by a French court. 

A seven-man tribunal of judges' . . 
without jury found Abdallah, 35, ’ 
guilty Saturday of complicity in 
the 1982 murders of U.S. military 
attache Charles Ray and -Israeli 
diplomat YacovBareimentov and ' 
an assassination m 1984. 


Congress panels to question hundreds on Iran deal 


Before the trial pofice had re- 
ceived threats of reprisals if 
Abdallah remained ininstentioft. 
The verdict defused ? po&ical 
row that broke out after prosecut- 
ing counsel Pierre Baedifia urged 
the judges to give Abdallah a 
light sentence not exceeding JO 
years. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
gressional investigators are pre- 
paring to quiz “several hundred 
witnesses” as they move to close 
gaps in the Tower Commission's 
report on the Iran-contra affair. " 

A principal target: The trail of 
millions of dollars in the arms sale 
payments still unaccounted for 
and left unexplained in the Tower 
Commission's 300-page report. 

Tbe House and Senate Iran- 
contra Investigating Committees 
also are continuing to cooperate 
with the probe led by indepen- 
dent counsel Lawrence Welsh 


while protesting his claim to ex- 
clusive rights to some of the 
documents bearing on the issue. 

Public hearings in Congress are 
still several weeks away, with 
both the House and Senate 
panels now predicting a late April 
start. 

Members of the congressional 
investigating committees say the 
Tower Commission laid a good 
foundation for then- own work. 

But they say it concentrated 
mostly on what happened in tbe 
White House and the National 
Security Council (NSC) where 


the secret arms sales to Iran were 
implemented and where Lt. Col. 
Oliver North, an NSC aide, de- 
vised the plan to divert arms sales 
proceeds to Nicaragua's contra 
rebels. 

Spokesmen for the committee 
said their mandate is broader 
than that, extending to the in- 
volvement of the State and De- 
fence Departments, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and else- 
where. 

The commission said that $20 
million or more is missing and 
cannot yet be accounted for. 


Die Interior Ministry said 
3,500 police officers would re- 
main on alen in the French capit- - 
al and border security would be .. 
reinforced. 

Interior Minister Charles Pas- 


aua cancelled his departure for a 
three-day visit to Gabon Sunday 


three-day visit to Gabon Sunday 
but ministry officials declined to 
say whether it was -in connection - 
with Abdallah's trial. 

In requesting a reduced sen*; . 
ence, Mr. Baechlin pleaded th^U 
-the Christian Lebanese militant 
not be made a martyr and that - 
French people not be held, “hos- 
tage” to terrorism. "" 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS.1 ^ 

— * — - ■ ■ r J 

EMERGENCIES GENERAL 


GENERAL 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian information department at 
the Queen Alia International Airport 
TeL (08) 53200-5. where ir should 
always be verified. 


03:00 London (BA) 

Damascus, Athens (OA) 

Cairo (MS) 

10:10 Frankfurt (LH) 

tSM Kuwait (KU) 

!6tl0 Bahrain (GF) 

— Baghdad (1A) 


Amman governors le 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


09:00 Aqaba (RD 

0930 Cairo (RJ) 

0*25 Jeddah (RJ) 

09dO Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

•W0 Damascus (RJ) 

10:05 Abu Dhabi. Kuwait (RJ) 

17:00 Lamaca (RJ) 

17:20 Cairo (RJ) 

18:45 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

18:45 Bangkok (RJ) 

01:00 1... Baghdad (RJ) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Amman Civil Defence 198, 199 

Civil Defence (rind .... 271293,273131 

Qvil Defence Qinwrismeh 770733 

Civil Defence Deir Alla 57306 

A m bulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

Fust aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gnl Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police .. 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4, 624881 
Municipal water oomplaintE 771125/8 
Queen Alia ImL Airport (08)53330/60 


Jordan Television 77311/19 

Radio Jordan ... 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints M6412 

Price complaints . — — 6M176 

Telephone Information L. 

Jordan and Middle East calls — 10 

Overseas calls — —.17 

Repair service It 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Basim Qaddoumi 
Dr. Nida] Maraqa 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


Sunday rates 

„ . . , LtKal seObuy rates in Gbs 

Belgian franc 89.4/ 90 3 

Dutch guilder 163.7 165 J 

French franc 55.W 56.1 

Italian Era 261 263 

Japanese yen (for 100) 220.8 1 222.8 

Swedish crown v 

Swissfcanc 220.5/ mr 

U.K. sterling pound 523.7/ 529 1 

U-S. dollar 338.5/ 34U9 

W. German mark 185.1/ 186.9 


HOSPITALS 


Sal am Pharmacy 

Neiroukh Pharmacy 
Khalaf pharmacy ... 
Firas pharmacy 
Sabeb pharmacy .... 
Hinnawi pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy 


Hussein Medical Centre .... 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Amn. . 
Jabal Amman Miuernity.... 

Malhas. J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmcbani 

Shmeisani Hospital 


82:96 London. Baghdad (BA)- 

07i35 Cairo (MS) 

0930 Sanaa(LH) 

15-30 Bahrain. Lamaca (GF) 

13j 45 Kuwait (KU) 

20-JO Baghdad (IA) 


WEATHER 


Bulletin soppBed by die Department of 

Meteorology, 


Al-Muasber Hospital ....... 

The Islamic, Abdah ......... 

AJ-Ahli. Abdafi 

' Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 

AI-Bashir. X. Ashrafieh .... 

Army, Marks 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Antal Hospital - 


. 813813/32 
.. 644281/6 
..642441/2 

642362 

636140 

.. 664171/4 

669131 

845845 

... 667227/9 
,.666127/37 
... 664164/6 
... 777101/3 
.775111/26 
.. 89161 1/15 
„ 602240/50 
674155 


TAXIS: 

Khatedtaxi 

Jerusalem taxi 

Hebron taxi 

Basmanuud 

Mu’abtaxi 

Al Saleh taxi 

Scyabataxi 

Kurditaxi 


KBID: 

Dr. Nidat Haddad ... 

Bssonl pharmacy 

Sham’d pharmacy 


ZARQAr 

Dr. Natila Qaqish .... 
Al Shaker pharmacy 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


0fc45 Aqaba (RJ) 

11-JO Paris (RJ) 


Cloudy atmosphere will change gra* 
dually., with an increase in lempera- 
tim. Northwesterly moderate winds 
will become southeasterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it wffl be partly dandy, with 
northerly moderate winds ami calm 


MARKET PRICES 


11:45 Vienna, Chicago, Los Angeles (RJ) 
12:15 Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ) 

13:00 Lamaca (RJ) 

1330 Cairo (RJ) 

19-JO Kuwait, Dhahran (RJ) 

2>k30 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:45 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21:90 Baghdad (RJ) 

21*0 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:15 Cairo (RJ) 


Min Jmax. temp. 
Amman 3/13 


11/23 


Jordan Vaitey 7/22." 


* 320/270 

Banana (Mukammar) ......... 270/220 

<90 / 400 

Broad beans 1X0/ 80 

Bwtnwt 90/ 60 

.707. 40 . 
130/100 
100 / 70. 
120/ 80 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 8, Aqabq 21. Humidity readings: 
Amman 90 per cent, Aqaba 40 per 
cent. 2 


Garlic (dry) 6007 500 

Grapeftw 140/ 1<# 

Lemon 100/ 70 

Marrow „‘l20/ ® 

Onion (dry) Jffl/.HO 

Onion (green) : 200 / lM 

Orange (Abu Surra) ...... 280 f 

Orange (Shammoati) ..'....U. 250/220 

Fwe i 

Pfepper (hot) 400 6300 . 

Pepper (sweet) 

Radcfish /»/ » 

Soto* SB/ g- 

Tomstoes .V120V W . 

Turnip U. 90 / 60 
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lummer time to start on April 3 


(J. T.) — Jordan will consumption for lighting in the 
swi^to srauner time as of April domestic sector. As the change to 


3, 1987 and return to winter t ip*** 
‘ ^on Oct 2, 1987, according to an 
'. ? official communique issued by 
Itiie prime nrmister’s office on 
^Sunday- - 

In the ax month period trf 
,l summer time, the time in Jordan 
be three hours ahead of 
* Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) 
instead of two, a practice to be 

■ followed for the thud consecutive 
‘■year hr the Kingdom. The move 
tifoBows a govemment-Ied cam- 
.* paign which began in 1984 with 
■‘the aim of rationalising energy 
' consumption as part of an effort 

to reduce the Kingdom's energy 
bills. 

_ rpting stmuneiftime, the 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
1 Resources hopes to save 1 one 
‘ hour’s worth of energy each day 
< by making more use of sun light 
According to' the ministry, an 
extra one hour of daylight means 

■ a saving of 20 per cent in power 


summer time comes into force, 
people would need to switch on 
tights at 7 p.m. instead of 6 p.m. 
as there would be enough sun 
light not to use electric lighting. 

The decision to adopt summer 
time was taken as part of national 
efforts to curb Jordan’s rising bills 
for importing oil to generate pow- 
er. It is estimated mat per capita 
power consumption in the King- 
dom is one of the highest in the 
developing countries. 


Lights, 


lii line with the government's 
policy to cut down on energy 
consumption. Prime Minister 
Zaid Rirai Saturday issued a com- 
munique giving instructions on 
the use of airconditioning, central 
beating and lighting in govern- 
ment-owned offices and buildings 
during office hours. 


The prime minister said that no 
government offices should be lit 
during the hours of daylight ex- 
cept when they are in real need of 
li ght and that central heating sys- 
tems should not be turned on if 
the outside temperature was 
more than 16 degrees Centigrade. 
He also said that no central beat- 
ing systems should be switched on 
before November or after March 
IS each year under any circumst- 
ances. 

The prime minister’s instruc- 
tions also stated that uo new 
aircondjtionmg equipment should 
be installed in government build- 
ings and that from now on no 
arrangement will be made for 
new government buildings to 
have ancon ditioning systems, ex- 
cept in Aqaba and the Jordan 
Valley region. 

The measures were taken in a 
bid to curb fuel consumption in 
all government departments in 
the Kingdom. 


Crovernment studying agricultural 
potential of land in Azraq area 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
j. inent has decided to take mea- 
1 sures for exploiting lands in A1 
.. Azraq region for agricultural pur- 
‘ poses in view of the successful 
exploitation of semi-desert re- 
4 gions in' the south-eastern regions 
‘ of the country. 

s An official statement issued on 
Sunday said that Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai has given instructions 
for the formation of a special 
committee grouping representa- 
tives of the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, the Water Authority of Jor- 
dan (WAJ) and the Department 
' of Land and Survey to conduct a 
study on the exploitation possibi- 
. litres in Al Azrpq region, which 
; ‘ has underground water resources 
. and soils suitable for producing 
"' cereals and animal fodder. 


The decision was taken in view 
of the success of a similar experi- 
ment conducted in the south and 
south eastern areas of Qae Al 
Disi and Suwwan which were 
grown with cereals by a number 
of local firms, the statement said. 

It said that the prime minister 
has requested that the committee 
submit its proposals and recom- 
mendations to the government on 
this project within two mouths so 
that action can be taken. 

In April 1986, the government 
leased nearly 100,000 dunums of 
land at Said Al Suwwan and Disi 
to local firms which paid 100 fils 
per dunum in fees for the lease 
each year, a nominal fee which 
the government said was in- 
tended to encourage people to 
grow more crops. The land at 


Sahl Al Suwwan and Disi, has 
abundant supplies of under- 
ground water which could be 
used for irrigation purposes. 

Jordan has been importing 
450,000 tonnes of wheat annual- 
ly, nearly 75 per cent of the 
country’s total requirements and 
the decision to exploit unused 
land was to help ensure food 
security for the Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
which leased the land to the local 
firms, last year announced that it 
will purchase their output at sub- 
sidised and competitive prices for 
a period of five years. The inves- 
tors, the ministry said, are enti- 
tled to certain privileges and will 
be exempted from paying in- 
come, land and any other tax 
related to agriculture during the 
five-year period. 


UNESCO 
director 
due here 
on Friday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The director 
general of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO), Mr. Amadou Mahtar 
M’Bow is due in Amman on 
Friday on a visit to Jordan at the 
invitation of Minis ter of Educa- 
tion Thouqan Hindawi. 

An official statement issued on 
Sunday said that Mr. M*Bow will 
attend the official opening cere- 
mony of UNESCO’s regional 
offices in Amman and will hold 
talks with the minister on coop- 
eration between the organisation 
and Jordan in educational and 
cultural affairs. The UNESCO 
director general will also tour 
archaeological and tourist sites in 
the Kingdom. 

Mr. M’Bow will also deliver a 
lecture on cultural exchange be- 
tween Arab and African coun- 
tries during his visit to Jordan. 
The lecture will be given at the 
University of Jordan on March 8. 

According to Dr. Mohammad 
Ibrahim Kazem, the UNESCO 
regional director in Jordan, the 
Amman centre will supervise 
UNESCO's educational opera- 
tions in the Arab World, especial- 
ly in the fields of computer scien- 
ces, technology and library scien- 
ce with a view to promoting 
educational services and eradicat- 
ing illiteracy in the Arab region. 

He said that Jordan was 
selected to house UNESCO’s re- 
gional office in view of the King- 
dom's educational experience 
and its continued drive to imple- 
ment UNESCO programmes 
The Amman office, he con- 
tinued, will offer services through 
out the region extending from 
Muscat in Oman to Casablanca in 
Morocco. 


health Ministry 
Baptist hospital 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Final prepa- 
» ls rations are underway for tire 
Health Ministry to take over the 
Baptist hospital in Ajloun and the 
hospital will be re-opened for 
service, soon after the final 
.■ arrangements have/ been made, 

. according io' Healtir Ministry. 

. , The ministry said that the hand 
l: over of the hospital would be in 
£ ' implementation of an agreement 
: . signed by the two skies towards 
the end of 1986, underwtrich the 
ministry will take over the man- 
?■ agement of the hospital and hire 
more staff in addition to the 


to takeover 
this week 

existing staff. 

A report in Sawt Al Shaab 
newspaper Sunday said that the 
hand over of the hospital should 
have taken place on March 1 but 
: that the procedures of registering 
^tfte ^hospital and ’the- land on 
%hJch it stands delayed ffiefttod- 
over. The hospital will definitely 
be open to the public in the 
coming week, it added. 

The report said that the minis- 
try paid JD 500,000 for the hos- 
pital which is supplied with up to 
date medical equipment. 


Archaeologists from Chicago 
resume work at site of Eileh 


'.AQABA (Petra) — An' 
’/ archaeological team from Chica- 
go University in the United States 
. has embarked on a two-month 
vy excavation season near Aqaba to 
^complete unearthing the ancient 
I' 'town of Eileh which dates back to 
the Middle Ages, according to a 


statement issued by the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities. 

The statement said that the 
excavation work, which started 
last year, is being carried out in 
cooperation with the Department 
of Antiquities and that the site in 
question lies on a coastal area. 


Fifth Jordanian medical 
conference starts Wednesday 


AMMAN (Petra) — The fifth 
Jordanian medical conference 
will open at the University of 
Jordan on Wednesday under 
royal patronage. President of the 
Jordanian Medical Association 
‘(iMA^JHassan Khreis announced 
oh. Sunday/ V/ / . v 

He 'to! dr a * press," inference at 
.the' Professional Associations’ 
Complex that more than 1,600 
Jordanian physicians and special- 
ists will take part in the confer- 
ence, organised by the JMA in 
cooperation with the Health 
Ministry, the Royal Medical Ser- 
vices, the University of Jordan 
and the private sector. A large 
number of Jordanian doctors and 
jalists working abroad will 


take part in the conference. 
Dr. Khreis continued. 

Dr. Khreis said that the partici- 
pants will be discussing 136 work- 
ing papers prepared by Jordanian 
doctors as well as physicians and 
jalists from Iraq, Tunisia, 
S Arabia, Kuwait, Syria, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Egypt. The conference will give 


participants an opportunity to* ex- 
change views about different 
medical matters and experiences 
and will also provide visiting doc- 
tors with the chance to familiarise 
themselves with medical 
'merits in Jordan; Dr. 

J 9nJded. . 

*""3n the coming two months,' 
.several medical conferences will 
be held, according to Dr. Khreis. 
He said among these is the third 
Arab mental health conference 
and a conference on paediatrics. 

Also addressing the press con- 
ference was Dr. Adrian Al Jal- 
jonli, chairman of the confer- 
ence’s preparatory committee, 
■who said that during the coming 
three-day conference, se minar s 
will be held during which lectures 
on different spedalisations and 
child mortality wflj be given. One 
of these lectures, he said, will be 
about industrial medicine in view 
of the spread of industrialisation 
in the Kingdom and the fact that 
many people have become ex- 
posed to different types of indust- 
rial diseases. 


: Recommendations on drugs and addiction in 
‘ Jordan to be drawn up by special panel today 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Final recommenda- 
tions on drugs and drag addiction 
in Jordan are expected to be 
formulated Monday following a 
day-long symposium on the in- 
creasing use of drugs in the 
country. 

In tbe afternoon session of the 
seminar, held on Saturday, three 
working papers were presented 
by a sociologist, a university 
counsellor and a lawyer. . 

Dt. Sari Nasir, a sociologist at 
the University of Jordan, pre- 
sented a lecture on tbe - social 
aspprtx of drug addiction. He 
explained that drug addiction as a 
social problem is not presently 
serious in Jordan but added that 
if people are not cautious, it 
could become an uncontrollable 
problem. 

Dr. Nasir said that cme of the 
reasons a person begins to use 
drug; is because boredom. He 
explained that a person might 
join a cer tain group of friends 
taking drugs. He might start 
smoking hashish for fun and be- 
cause he feels there is nothing 
else to do. Dr. Nasir went on to 
say that this is usually the parents’ 
fault because they did not encour- 
age their children to take op 
hobbies in their spare time. “In 
English, spare time is called ‘re- 
creation,’ in Arabic it is called 
void’ time/* he added. 

‘Eseape from reality’ 

The professor explained drat 
drugs are .usually used as an 
escape from the reality and 
routine of daily, life. He catego- 
rised escape into two types: group 
and individual escape. He said a 


community turns to drugs as an 
escape from oppression and frus- 
tration. He used Egyptian society 
before Nasser’s revolution 
against King Farouk as an ex- 
ample. 

“A child might be very unhap- 
py at home because his parents 
treated improperly, often as a 
result of arranged or u nhap py 
marriages. A child might turn to 
drugs to relieve his pain, and help 
him in facing life,” Dr. Nasir 
said. 

The professor said that if “we 
don’t play our social roles as 
fathers and mothers properly, 
children will not know how to 
play their roles. Thus, tins coaid 
lead them to delinquency and 
drug abuse,” he noted. Dr. Nasir 
added that this could deteriorate 
society’s productivity as a whole. 

The sociologist went on to say 
that the Arab World is en- 
countering difficult times politi- 
cally, economically and socially. 
He explained that Arabs depend 
on communications and informa- 
tion means a great deal. 

“For 24 Hours a day, the in- 
formation media only tells us 
about all the horrible things and 
conflicts going on in the whole 
world. But it never tells us what 
to do to help make a better life 
for ourselves/’ stressed Dr. 
Nasir. Tins could destroy a per- 
son’s life, he continued, turning 
■people to drag use. The professor 
called on the media to give peo- 
. pie answers and alternatives in- 
stead of always presentin g de- 
pressing news. 

Dr. Ata Kbalidi, head of the 
. counselling department at Yar- 
mook TJtnvcrsity, discussed the 
personalities, categories and mo- 
tives of drug dealers. He classi- 
fied them info the psychopathic. 


the anti-social, the drug addict 
and the drug user. 

Dealers 

Dr. Khahdi said that many of 
the amateur and small lime 
narcotics dealers do it for the 
money and the challenge and that 
they are usually ignorant about 
the harmful effects of the drugs 
they seU The doctor also said 
that another reason which moti- 
vates people to deal in drugs is 
the “social and, legal leniency on 
drug dealers.” Their desire for 
social “entertainment” is also a 
motive, he added. 

Dr. Khafiffi said that many 
narcotics dealers were innocent 
victims, naive of the seriousness 
of the problem, mentally re- 
tarded people who were unaware 
of the effects of drags, psycholo- 
gically HI who could not disting- 
uish between proper and wrong 
behaviour; and drag addicts who 
‘would do any thing to have money 
to buy their own drags. 

The doctor also explained the 
professional dealers' characteris- 
tics saying that they do not reveal 
their sources and that it is difficult 
to detect a personality weakness 
in them. Dr. KhaHdi added that 
they are devious in that they 
always have a plan to defend 
themselves against solid evidence 
which might convict them. 

In addition, the professionals 
usually have link* with infl uential 
figures in their local communities 
and they resume dealing in drugs 
after being arrested, said Dr. 

Rhafidi. 


lawyer, discussed legal aspects 
and sentences for those involved 
with narcotics. He briefly out- 
lined the development of the 
Jordanian law concerning drags 
sauce 1926. He explained that 
people caught trafficking, trans- 
porting, of growing drugs — or 
those dealing in any sort of 
dangerous medical drugs without 
permission from the authorities 
—receive a life sentence with hard 
labour, plus a JD 3,000 to JD 
5,000 fine for each crime. He 
added that accomplices receive 
similar sentences. 

Mr. Jeiroudi also said that peo- 
ple convicted of using any form of 
narcotics are presently sentenced 
to between six months and one 
year with a JD 50 to JD 100 fine. 
The lawyer added that a person 
who assaults a law enforcement 
officer investigating his case 
would receive 10 years imprison- 
ment with hard labour. 

Mr. Jeiroudi added that any 
public place would dose down if 
drugs were found on its premises. 

Centre for addicts 


the final 
seated by Mr. 


Mr. Jeirondi suggested that all 
crimes related to narcotics' should 
be transferred to dvil courts in- 
stead of military courts. The 
lawyer also called for opening a 
health centre which would in- 
clude all forms of methods and 
equipment for combat tin g drag 
addiction. He said that societies 
should be formed to collect the 
necessary funds to finance the 
' establishment of this centre. He 
also asked for some of the laws to' 
be amended. “lusted of life im-; 
prisonment, smugglers and* 
pushers should be banged/’ he 
said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent condoles Hawwa family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent Sunday deputised Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ibn 
Zaid to convey the Crown Prince's condolences to the Hawwa 
family on the passing away of retired Brigadier Jubran Hawwa. 

Dajani receives Shawwa, Frey 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Interior Rajai Dajani Sunday 
received former mayor of Gaza Rashad Al Shawwa and Beth- 
lehem Mayor Elias Freij during separate meetings. During the 
two meetings, the conditions of the Arab citizens in the occupied 
Arab territories were discussed. 


Temperatures expected to rise today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Meteorology Department sources on Sunday 
said that clouds will decrease gradually and that the weather will 
become partly doudy with a rise in temperature. Tbe depart- 
ment’s director general. Dr. Ali Abanda, said that the weather 
during February was warm and the temperatures were four 
degrees higher than average and that there were about 10 rainy 
days during that month. He told the Jordan News Agency , Petra, 
that the quantities of rain which fell during February were 
generally below tbe average but that tbe total rainfall since the 
start of the season was above average. 


FJCC president leaves for Saudi Arabia 


AMMAN (Petra) — Federation of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce (FJCC) President Hamdi Al Tabbaa’ Sunday left for 
Saudi Arabia to take part in the meetings of tbe board of directors 
of the Arab-British Chamber of Commerce which will open in 
Abba on Monday. During its two-day meetings, the board will 
discus Arab-British trade cooperation and joint ventures be- 
tweeu'the two sides. Also to be discussed null be the forthcoming 
visit to Jordan by a delegation from tbe Scottish development 
centre to explore investment opportunities in Jordan and the 
possibility of setting up joint ventures. 


Jordan marks 31st 
anniversary of Arabising 
its armed forces command 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Sunday 
March 1 marked the 31st 
anniversary of the Arabisation of 
the Jordanian Armed Forces 
upon orders from His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

TTie King ordered the termina- 
tion of the services of General 
John Glubb, commander of the 
armed forces, and said that 
Jordanian officers should take up 
the command of the armed forces 
in the country. 

The move was significant in 
view of the ongoing Arab-Israeii 


conflict and the dangers that 
Israel’s occupation of Palestine 
posed to the Arab Nation. It also 
came as a manifestation of Jor- 
dan’s desire to rid itself of foreign 
colonial domination. 

Since March 1, 1956. King 
Hussein has continually worked 
towards strengthening the armed 
forces and has made ali efforts to 
ensure they were provided with 
the most up-to-date weapons re- 
quired for defending the home- 
land. 


Visiting official outlines 
EC’s history, current stands 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A European Com- 
munity (EC) official Sunday deli- 
vered a lecture in which he out- 
lined the community's approach 
to the Middle East as represented 
in its endorsement last week of 
the idea to convene an interna- 
tional conference on the Arab- 
Israeli conflict under U.N. au- 
spices. The lecture also reviewed 
the ECs development since its 
inception 30 years ago. 

Mr. Christopher Audland, spe- 
cial advisor to the EC, noted that 
the EC 1980 Venice declaration 
on the Middle East constituted a 
positive European approach to- 
wards solving the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict. He was answering ques- 
tions put to him by the audience 
following his lecture entitled “the 
origins, growth and prospects of 
the European communities.” 

He made a chronological re- 
view of the 12-state bloc since its 


early inception in 1952 with the 
formation of the European Coal 
and Steel Community (ECSC). 

The twelve European coun- 
tries. Mr. Audland said, are 
members not just of one, but of 
three communities. First came 
the ECSC which was joined in 
1958 by two others; the European 
Atomic Energy Community 
(EURATOM) and the EC which 
gets most of the international 
limelight. 

The three commissions have 
since been unified under a system 
of progressive integration. Based 
on this, the European institutions 
— Parliament, Council, Commis- 
sion and Court of Justice — each 
cover all three communities, Mr. 
Audland said. 

The concept for forming the 
EC emerged in the aftermath of 
the two world wars which left 
behind devastated economies and 
unsteady political circumstances 
in western Europe, Mr. Audland 
continued. 



O 



■yd Ali 

" ■ if. 


0 


iii 


.tfl 

\rp 


It has been customary for the Alpha company to be a .. 
pioneer in its various activities and services and it is 
pleased to offer the Jordanian people... 

Hlplja l)ra(tf) & Witness Center 

3lpl)a...£Hjmfs 3'n U^ovlti Of Sports 


Fitness centres have been set up to create a suitable sports 
atmosphere for people of ali ages and from both sexes. This 
is based on the principle thaf sports activities are the most 
effective and soundest means of attaining physical fitness 
and at the same time maintaining a sound mind in a sound 
and healthy body. 


i ne Alpha Fieaitp and Fitness Centre :s unique with its 
different and varied sports services : 

• Lawn tennis 
•Gymnasium had 

• Electronic bicycle 
•Jacuzzi 

• Massage, employing the most sophisticated 
equipment 

•Cafeteria 

. •Electronic jogging equipment 

• Electronic rowing* equipment 
•Sauna 

• i urkish steam bath 

• Summer porch 

• Free parking... etc... 


o. 



o 


o 


o. 
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Women’s sessions will he conducted under the supervision of female specialists 
and the men's sessions will he run by a staff of specialised and efficient male 
specialists. 


Amman -The Tower Building - Sixth floor 
- Jabal Amman Tel: 658641-658649 
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Who needs enemies? 

JONATHAN Pollard, the If.S. naval intelligence analyst who confes- 
sed to spying for Israel, said in his court testimony that senior officials 
in the Israeli government were fully aware of his espionage activities. 
This flatly contradicts the Israeli government’s version in which 
Pollard's spying is characterised as a rogue operation conducted by 
the Pentagon analyst and a few unauthorised officials. 

Pollard’s version is substantiated by a recent article in the 
Jerusalem Post written after a year of intensive investigation. From 
this investigation and Pollard’s testimony, it appears that, far from 
being a fringe espionage ring, Pollard’s spying involved the knowledge 
and participation of the highest levels of the Israeli government. In 
fact, it is almost certain that Pollard did provide Israel with over 1,000 
classified U.S. intelligence documents which the Israelis used to their 
maxim tun advantage. 

For example, using Pollard’s information, Israel bombed, with 
devastating effect, the PLO headquarters in Tunisia in October 1985. 
Pollard also provided detailed satellite photographs of Iraqi and 
Syrian install ations and facilities, intelligence on operations and 
movements of PLO units, and information and assessments of Soviet 
weaponry sent to Syria. In addition, as was reported last week, Israel 
approached India three times with information provided by Pollard on 
Pakistan's nuclear facilities, and proposed a joint bombing attack on 
Pakistan. Each time, India turned down the offer. 

All this suggests, despite Israeli assertions to the "tmtrary, that 
Pollard's spying was sanctioned and employed by the highest rungs of 
the Israeli government. Pollard's level of security clearance was so 
high and restricted — one of only a small number of people with access 
to “sensitive compartmented information” — that Israeli officials 
couldn't help but know that the information was not coming through 
official channels of the American government. 

With such high-level and sensitive spying by Israel, one wonders at 
the seemingly mild reaction by the U.S. administration to the whole 
issue. U.S. prosecutors of the court case have charged that Pollard’s 
spying has caused as serious damage to U.S. national security as any 
spy case in U-S. history. Yet the U.S. government has meekly accepted 
brad’s apology and its version of the episode. It is difficult to imagine a- 
shnanr u.S. reaction to such spying by other allies, assuming for the 
moment that they would perpetrate such an outrageous act. Instead of 
criticising and restricting Israeli access to information, the U.S. has 
recently upgraded Israd’s status as an ally, allowing special privileges 
in arms sales and information exchanges.'-.- 

What are we to conclude from this American reticence on this whole 
affair? If such deception and dupiidty on the part of brad has not 
prompted a stronger reaction from the U.S. government, we have to 
wonder if anything will. Despite the fact the Israd has endangered 
.U.S. national security, the United States, far Erom questioning the- 
wisdom of its alliance with brad, has rewarded Israd by improving 
its status as an ally. It might appear to an impartial observer that 
rewarding a country for espionage is the gravest of follies, endanger- 
ing one’s own security, as well as the security of other allies. 

Such high-level intrigue is not unknown in the history of diplomacy, 
but between enemies, not allies. With the recent revelations of Israeli 
spying, we might justifiably ask the American government: With allies 
like Israd, who needs enemies? 


. ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra 7: Are we ready fpr conference? 

ONE cannot predict the outcome of the current European Commun- 
ity's endeavours to help convene an international conference to 
resolve the Middle East question, though the Europeans are serious 
in their intent and efforts for holding such a conference. For the 
Arabs, the time is ripe to re-build their own stand and try to reunify 
their ranks for any eventuality. They cannot wait in the dark and 
continue appealing to others for help while they themselves are afraid 
to take any genuine action to corroborate their stand world -wide, and 
gain more credibility in the eyes of world nations. It is high time for 
the Arabs to come together in a summit meeting and chart a unified 
stand vis-a-vis all issues and challenges that confront them at the 
moment. Needless to say that solidarity and joint stand constitute the 
best guarantee for gaining full support from other world nations and 
for ensuring a successful endeavour for serving Arab national causes. 
The world community can never trust the Arabs if they themselves 
lack unity of stand and action; and the proposed international 
conference would never serve the purpose if the Arabs do not find a 
proper way of benefiting from it to the extremist end. If the 
conference is to be held, then the Arabs should take initial steps 
towards resolving internal differences, and so appear united and well 
prepared for any discussion at the coming conference. 

Al Dustour: Israel leads U.S. 

THE current dismissals and replacements of staff at the White House 
and at the National Security Council reflect the embarrassment which 
the U.S. administration has been in and the extreme damage that was 
inflicted on the U.S. image world-wide due to the Iran arms deal 
scandal. Perhaps what is more embarrassing is the revelation through 
the Tower Commission’s report about Israel's major role in that deal 
and the scandal which is now rocking the U.S. administration. 
Despite this revelation, we are surprised to see the American press 
continuing to dwell only on the role of the U.S. administration and 
security council in the affair, completely overlooking Israel's major 
contribution to the scandal. Israel’s complicity in the affair is quite 
clear in the report and the name Israel recurs three to four times in 
each page of the Tower report, and yet the American press continues 
to mislead the American public opinion and shift the whole blame on 
the U.S. administration and its staff. This can point to one direction, 
namely that the United States, though a irajor world power, remains 
a prisoner of a small state like Israel and allows its foreign policy to 
be directed and steered by Israel and Zionism in the best manner that 
would serve the Zionist movement and its objectives. 

Sawi Al Shaab: Obstructing peace 

ISRAEL and its allies are involving themselves these days in finding 
obstacles to obstruct the convening of an international conference on 
the Middle East because they refuse to see such conference achieving 
a just and lasting peace. Israel and its allies continue to calk about 
preparations for the conference and the choice of parties to that 
conference in a bid to divert world public attention from the real 
objective of the conference, which is the establishment of peace in 
the Middle East. Jordan has all along called for the convening of this 
conference for the sole purpose of implementing United Nations 
Security Council resolutions which provide for an Israeli withdrawal 
from Arab land and the recognition of the rights of the Palestinian 
people. On this basis, Jordan has secured support for this conference 
from the European Community and continues to secure other world 
nations* backing for this idea for the attainment of peace. Jordan’s 
call remains for a comprehensive peace which could be achieved 
with the participation of all concerned parties includi"" ’he Palestine _ 
Liberation Organisation in addition to the Security Council’s 
permanent members. 


Jordan needs better utilisation of energy resources 


WITH the disclosure that Jordan's bill for fuel last year had ini the 
$600 million mark and is l expected [ to rise in the coming years, 
officials in Jordan have begun the search for in ease res to alleviate the 
problem. And the problem has been exacerbated by the additional 
findings that almost 90 per cent of Jordan's, export earnings have 
been used to affect the fuel purchases thus contributing heavily to 
our trade deficit. 

These startling disclosures have been fortunately coupled with 
sound and proper diagnosis of the problem. We are told or rather 
reminded by our governmental experts that in view of the climatic 
conditions prevailing in this country there is abundance of solar and 
wind energies which await fuller exploitation. We are also gratified 
to learn* that the Ministry of Energy, the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) and the Ministry of Indus tty and Trade are all cooperating in 
earnest to develop and make available to Jordanians and Jordanian 
establishments and institutions a more efficient solar system to heat 
our homes, offices and establishments and generate energy for 
other purposes as well. Measured in pure economic terras, 'we are 
told that the average family’s need of hot water in Jordan is 
estimated to cost about JD 180 if electricity is used, JD 50 if diesel 
oil is used and JD 30 if solar energy is used. 

So for so good. But what is seriously lacking is the articulation 
and adoption of ways and means to put into effect the recommenda- 
tions put forward with a view to substitute fuel energy by solar or 
wind energy. Given the facts about the nature of man especially in 
traditional societies, to change hardened traditional attitudes about 
uses of energy legislations and information campaigns must be 


ByDr.WaleedSa’di 

uppermost on the minds of officials who are dealing with the 
energy problem and its huge bill. 

The fact that at least 70,000 homes are using solar hearers may 
have'given our policy makers in tbe field of energy some comforting 
and encouraging news on which to build up some future hopes. But 
I think there is going to be no escape from the need to resort to 
legislations and information campaigns to accelerate the exploita- 
tion of solar energy in particular and make it mandatory at some 
stage or another. In view of the gravity of the problems associated 
with the energy issue, I believe we shall be forced to deal with it in a 
manner which must be effective and forceful. It would seem to be 
possible for example to make the issuance of licenses for construc- 
tions conditional on the deployment of solar energy. There is 
nothing abusive about such a measure or policy since man and his 
society and country would reap immeasurable benefits from it. Man 
will be spending less of his income on heating his home and the 
country would spend less on the fuel bQl and in the end the trade 
deficit of Jordan would decline, in a proportionate degree. 

Parallel with legislation or even before the resort to legislation, 
we certainly need an information campaign to educate our citizens 
about the potentialities and cost of solar energy in particular. It 
would be in complete order if some television programmes were 
dedicated on a periodic basis to the subject of alternate sources of 
-energy. A traditional man has to see it to believe it and there is no 
better way than to nse our TV screens for that purpose. Tbe printed 
media can certainly help in this effort by printing feature articles on 
the subject. Visits to die RSS to watch and examine the various 


forms 'Of solar energy apparatus should be encouraged and not 
confined to visiting dignitaries. . 

For our other eneigy needs, there is no doubt that at some future 
date, the exploitation of our shale oil would become possible and 
commercial. We have an estimated reserve of some 45 billion 
tonnes of good quality shale and at some point in the future when 
the current oil reserves in the world dwindle as they are surely 
expected to do, we shall find ourselves blessed by this endowment 
of abundant energy form. Surely the price of fuel will gradually 
increase as the quantities of available world reserv es d ecrease and 
international demand increases.. It is therefore comforting and 
reassuring that studies are already under way in cooperation with 
China and West Germany with a view to prepare the pound work 
for the futuristic use of shale oil. It is only a matter of time when we 
will be forced to develop this form of energy and use it to enhance 
our trade balance. 

In conjunction with all these effforts. we must also start the 
process of rationalising energy consumption whatever its nature or 
form. Lowering our heating thennometres, utilisation of better 
insulating materials in our constructions and common sense should 
help a great deal in achieving this objective. The association of 
engineers should be asked to extend a helping hand by introducing 
better designed houses and by the incorporation of more advanced 
ideas with a view to lower energy consumption. Again one may be 
forced to introduce legislation in this context as well which would 
prescribe some minimum standards of construction geared to 
reduce energy consumption. 


Aided by U.S. weapons, Iran 
maintains belligerent policy 


By Ed Blanche 

The Associated Press 

NICOSIA, Cyprus — At horren- 
dous human cost. Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini's followers 
have seized another chunk of Iraq 
east of Basra in a six-week offen- 
sive, aided by U.S. weaponry 
shipped secretly to Tehran, 
analysts say. 

Iran announced Thursday that 
the KarbaJa-5 offensive launched 
east of Basra on Jan. 9 has ended 
after dealing “one of the most 
severe blows to the Iraqi war 
machine," since the Guff war 
began 6 Vi years ago. 

Tbe Iranians appear ready to 
keep gnawing away at Iraq's 
elaborate defences until they 
make a breakthrough that will 
achieve their strategic aim of top- 
pling the Iraqi government. 

The Iranians, mainly Revolu- 
tionary Guards who are fanatical 
followers of Khomeini, stormed 
through at least three Iraqi de- 
fence lines to move within six 
miles of Basra, Iraq’s seconds 
largest city. 

In the savage fighting, the Ira*- 
mans established their second 
foothold in southern Iraq in less 
than a year. They also hold part 
of Iraq's Faw peninsula. 

The offensive, which at its peak 
involved as many as 60,000 men, 
eventually stalled in front of the 
Iraqi 3rd army corps' formidable 
main defence line, where zeroed- 
in artillery rockets and mortars 
halted the advance. 

But. as happened in February 
1986 when the Iranians captured 
part of Faw, repeated Iraqi coun- 
terattacks foiled- to dislodge 
them. 

Western intelligence sources,- 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity, said the Iranians still have 
some 650,000 men massed along 
doe 1,180-kilometre battlefront 
Iranian leaders have repeatedly 
warned their forces will strike 
again, stretching Iraq's defences 


and wearing down its formidable 
military. 

They have sought to dampen 
expectations that the end of the 
gruelling war is in sight. The 
"final and fateful offensive” is yet 
to come, they say. 

Western analysts, along with 
the Iraqis themselves, believe the 
Iranian strategy is to keep up 
relentless military and psycholo- 
gical pressure on Iraq, probing 
for weakness they can exploit 
rather than going for broke with 
one hammer-blow thrust. 

Hans-Heino Kopietz. a 
Mideast specialist with the Lon- 
don-based Intemationaf Institute 
for Strategic Studies, forecast 
new Iranian attacks in the central 
sector and the Kurdestan moun- 
tains in the north to “keep the 
Iraqis off balance.” 

The Iranians claim that Karba- 
la-5, the latest in a string of amphi- 
bious operations that have be- 
come their speciality, wreaked 
havoc with the Iraqis. 

Apart from seizing 150 square 
kilometres of southern Iraqi 
Tehran's war information head- 
quarters claim the attack wiped 
out or mauled 125 Iraqi brigades 
and battalions, causing 56,500 
casualties. 

Tbe Iranians said they des- 
troyed 700 tanks and armoured 
vehicles, captured 220 and shot 
down 80 warplanes in the Basra 
battles. 

They claim another 20 war- 
planes were downed in other sec- 
tors and in air raids on Iranian 
cities. 

Western intelligence officials 
estimate Iraqi casualties at 10,000 
killed and 20,000 wounded. 

The Iranians, who outnumber 
the Iraqis 3-1. did not mention 
their own losses. The Iraqis said 
they killed or wounded 60,000 
enemy troops. 

But U.S. officials have esti- 
mated Iranian losses at 25.000 
dead. 

The Iranians clearly were able 


to knock out more Iraqi armour 
and aircraft than they have in 
previous offensives. 

Analysts attribute this in part 
to the arms shipments approved 
by U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan in 1985 and 1986. 

American officials have sought 
to play down the impact of these 
weapons. But Kopietz said in a 
telephone interview; “The Iraqis 
suffered very badly because of 
the Tows. Many of the aircraft 
losses were due to the Hawks. 

U.S. congressman Robert Tor- 
ricelli. testifying this month in 
Washington before a House fore- 
ign affairs committee after a visit 
to Iraq, said Baghdad officials 
had admitted losing 45 to 50 
aircraft during Karbala-5 along 

with "extremely heavy tank 
losses." 

By comparison, Iraq lost 15 to 
20 aircraft in the Faw fighting. 

Iran got 2,008 Tow anti-tank 
missiles in the U.S. shipment last 
year along with nearly 250 Hawk 
anti-aircraft missile assemblies. > 

A sharp increase in attacks by 
Iran’s badly depleted air force, 
long outnumbered by the Iraqis, 
indicated that vital spare parts for 
Tehran's U.S.-made F-4s and F- 
5s have also been delivered. 

The F-4 Phantoms, backbone 
.of lien's air force, are also re- 
ported to have been using U.S.- 
imade AIM-7 air-to-air missiles 
again, indicating replacements 
have been found for APQ-I20 
fire-control radars the planes 
have long lacked. 

Iran's AH-1 Cobra gunships, 
hundreds of which have been 
■ grounded for lack of spare parts, 
were more in evidence during 
Karbala-5, suggesting the Ira- 
nians have overcome logistics 
problems for tbe helicopters as 
well. 


Four years after first 
offensive contras in trouble 


By Berad Debnsmann 

Reuter 

MEXICO CITY — Four years 
after launching their first major 
offensive, Nicaraguan anti-gov- 
ernment rebels are grappling with * 
political and military problems 
that have deepened doubts over 
their future. . 

The rebels, known as contras 
from tbe Spanish word for coun- 
ter-evolutionary, are caught in 
bitter political infighting which 
worries their backers in the Un- 
ited States and, diplomats say, is 
eroding their base of support. 

On the battlefield they haye 
not achieved any of their staled 
objectives. Their image has been 
blackened tty charges of human 
digits violations and involvement 
in a scheme to divert funds from 
/-unerican arms sales to Iran. 

Tbe Honduran government:, 
reluctant host for thousands of 
contra troops, is increasingly voc- 
al in demands that they leave 
their camps along the Honduran 
side of the border and move into 
Nicaragua. 

"They are beginning to look 
like failures even to their 
friends, 1 ’ said a Western diplomat 
who monitors contra fortunes. 

Four years ago, both the con- 
tras and their U.S.mentors were 
confident that die rebels' first big 
drive signalled the beginning of 
the end for the left-wing SandSms- 
ta National Liberation Front 
(FSLN) running Nicaragua. 

In Feb. and March 1983. 
around 2,000 fighters of the 
Nicaraguan Democratic Force 
(FDN) crossed the Honduran- 
Nicaraguan frontier in small 


groups, some of them penetrating 
to only 100 kilometres from the 
'Capital of Nicaragua. 

The first battles erupted in 
early March, a few days before a 
visit to Nicaragua by Pope John 
Paul. But the Sandinistas kept 
silent, expecting they could deal 
with the new attack as easily as 
with dozens of earlier small-scale 
cross-border raids. 

On March 21, the Nicaraguan 
government finally announced it 
was fighting a well-equipped in- 
vasion force infiltrated into the 
country m line with a U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) plan to occupy two areas 
near the border. 

FDN leaders proclaimed over 
their clandestine radio: "We are 
the vanguard of the general insur- 
rection ... Within 60 days we shall 
be rejoicing in free territory.” 

In the first official U.S. com- 
ment, the State Department de- 
scribed the rebels as a “diverse, 
nationalist and independent” 
force acting without outside sup- 
port. The foil extent of Washing- 
ton's involvement with the rebels 
was still supposed to be secret. 

The invasion foiled to spark an 
insurrection, and the contras 
were driven back across the 
border. 

Four years, 18,000 deaths, and 
more than $240 million in U.S. 
aid later, the contras have yet to 
seize a piece of Nicaragua and the 
war has grown bigger. 

In 1983, the Nicaraguan army 
was estimated at 22’000 and the 
rebel force at around 8,000. To- 
day, the army is nearing 70,000 
and estimates of insurgent ' 
strength range up to 22,000. 


“They ... have not achieved 
their objectives,” Nicaraguan 
President Daniel Ortega said in 
February. "They have not beep 
able to control Nicaraguan territory 
... hold any sizeable town or city ... 
create an internal front, sabotage 
production and take the war to the 
cities.” 

The contras’ internal divisions 
were thrown into focus on Feb. 
16 when FDN leader Adolfo 
CaJero resigned from the three- 
man directorate of the United 
Nicaraguan Opposition (UNO) 
after months of wrangling with 
his rival Arturo Cruz. 

UNO was set up in 1985, at the 
suggestion of the Reagan admi- 
nistration, to improve the image 
of the CIA-trained rebel of dicta- 
tor Anatasio Somoza’s national 
guard. Revulsion against its brut- 
al methods helped galvanise 
opposition to Somoza into tbe 
broad-based revolution which 
toppled him in July 1979. 

The public contra disputes 
strengthened their critics in the 
U.S. Congress as the administra- 
tion began campaigning for an 
additional $105 million in aid. . 

Scepticism over the wisdom of 
continued U.S. backing was 
further spurred by reports that 
die U.S. Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation (FBI) was looking 
into the disappearance of millio ns 
of dollars from a $27-million 
allocation which Congress 
approved in 1985. 

Parallel with that probe, the 
U.5. General Accounting Office 
is investigating the fate of large 
sums said to have been channel- 
led to the contras from the profits 
of American arms sales to Iran. 



Soviet leader appeals for 
support on domestic reforms 


By Carol J. Williams 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — In" four speeches 
within a month, Soviet leader 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev has 
appealed to the working people 
of his nation and to the West for 
help in ensuring the success of his 
economic and social reforms. 

He has declared his campaigns 
for democratisatiou and recon- 
struction irreversible, but also bas 
acknowledged opposition to the 
reforms and a slow pace of 
advancement. 

In all of his recent speeches, 
Gorbachev has accused the West, 
especially the United States, of 
interfering with reforms and has 
made a vague appeal for some 
manoeuvring room to make the 
new system work. 

The extent of domestic resist- 
ance remains unclear. But nearly 
two years after his rise to power, 
Gorbachev continues to put for- 
ward the image of a new genera- 
tion's leader intent on correcting 
social and economic wrongs with- 
out “the errors of the past" — an 
apparent reference, to the late 
Nikita S. Khrushchev’s ill-fated 
efforts to loosen economic and 
cultural restraints. 

Apparently, Gorbachev’s big- 
gest task in stimulating the eco- 
nomy and raising the standard of 
living will be motivating workers 
and convincing them that their 
contributions are essential and 
wifi be rewarded. 

Tbe changes effected so far 
have served to create some im- 
mediate hardships of workers — 
such as more stringent checks on 
their job performance — and 
Gorbachev has acknowledged 

this . 

“The reorganisation is affect- 
ing our short-term interests,” he 
said last week in his speech to 
trade union representatives at the 
Kremlin. “But it meets the vital 
long-term interests of the work- 
ing people.” 

“Many want a speedy social 
and material return,” Gorbachev 
said. “Let us be frank, comrades. 
We can achieve acceleration and 
better quality for our entire life in 
only one way: Through effective 
and higfoy productive work.” 

He told a party gathering in the 
Latvian capital of Riga on Feb. 
.18, .that those who ignore the 
leadership’s calls for reform 
“could find themselves in a diffi- 
cult position.” 

Gorbachev has been vague ab- 
out the opposition, mostly char- 
acterising it as a group who have 
benefited from sloth and corrup- 
tion and are reluctant to give up 
the easy way of life. 

But he has also referred to 
honest, working people with a 
genuine disagreement with the 
fundamental philosophies of his 
campaigns. 

“Democratisation” is used by 
Gorbachev to mean a freer ex- 
change of opinions and participa- 
tion in decisions affecting the 


economy rather than any fun- 
damental change in the electoral 
process and distribution of 
power. 

He has repeatedly called for 
more public debate on eradicat- 
ing social problems and for self- 
criticism as a means of improving 
Soviet life. 

But there apparently is concern 
that too much criticism and out- 
spokeoess could create disorder. 

Gorbachev assured the trade 
unionists that “democracy is not 
the opposite of order. It is ordeT 
of a greater degree, based not on 
implicit obedience, mindless ex- 


ecution of instructions, but on 
full-fledged, active participation 
by all tbe community in al! .socie- 
ty's affairs." 

During a speech to the last 
party central committee meeting 
on Jan. 27, Gorbachev promoted 
the idea of experimenting with 
multiple candidacies in the pre- 
election process for some party 
and government jobs. 

But most of the proposed 
changes were not adopted by the 
central committee, suggesting 
continued debate within the party 
hierarchy. 
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Court case over abortion 


fuels debate in 

By Robert Glass 

Tire Associated Press 

LONDON • — An Oxford Uni- 
versity student’s legal campaign 
to stop bis former girlfriend bom 
having an abortion in ter fifth 
month of pregnancy has fanned 
Britain’s fong-srinmering abor- 
tion debate. 

Although die courts rejected 
the 23-year-old student’s claim of 
p at e rna l right to save his unborn 
child, the case was one of the 
most determined and highly 
publicised challenges to abortion 
ever mounted in the British 
courts. 

Anti-abortion activists in par- 
liament said last week’s dramatic 
court fight, which involved a fetus 
at 18 to 21 weeks’ development, 
has given new impetus to their 
campaign to change laws dating 
to 1929 that allow abortions at up 
to 28 weeks. 

It also provoked comment over 
the rights and responsibilities of a 
father in abortion cases. 

The case, given urgency by 
doctors' advice that legal wrang- 
ling was putting the woman's 
health at risk, sped in two days 
from the high court, to the court 
of appeal, to the House of Lords’ 
Law Lords, the nation’s highest 
court. 

Three judges of the Law Lords’ 
panel unanimously agreed with 
the court of appeal that the fetus 
was not “capable of befog bom 
alive,” the key legal issue. 

The Law Lords’ decision Tues- 
day cleared the way for the 21- 
year-old woman, also an Oxford 
student, to have the abortion., 
But ter lawyer, David Greene,' 
would not disclose whether she 
went through with the procedure. 

The couple were identified in 
court only by their initials: “Mr. 
C’ and “Miss S.” 

The court of appeal based its 
judgment on medical opinion that 
a fetus, at 18 to 21 weeks, could 
not breathe, either on its own or 
with the aid of an artificial respir- 
ator. 

Britain’s 1967 abortion act, 
which made abortions widely 
available with the approval of two 
doctors, sets no limit on the stage 
of development at which a ferns 
can be aborted. 

Abortions at up to 28 weeks 
are permitted under the 1929 
infant life preservation act. The 
obscure law makes it a crime to 
cause the death of a child “cap- 
able of befog bora alive,” and 
says that point is readied at 28 
weeks. 

Opponents of late abortions 
have long complained that the 
1929 law foils to take into account 
technological advances that have 
greatly improved the chances of 
survival for premature babies. An 
article in the current issue of the 


Britain 

British Medical Journal said a 
fetus at 24 weeks has a 74 per cent 
chance of survival in optimal con- 
ditions. 

The government supports re- 
ducing the time limit, but foe 
British Medical Association 
opposes it, saying late abortions 
are necessary in some rare cases. 
Of foe 141,101 abortions- per- 
formed on British residents in 
1985, only 31 were performed 
after 25 weeks’ gestation, accord- 
ing to government statistics. 

Doctors say late abortions also 
can endanger foe woman. While 
abortion before 12 weeks — 
when the vast majority are done 
— is a simple medical procedure, 
a late-stage abortion can entail 
major surgery and is riskier. 

Eigjht attempts to alter Bri- 
tain’s 1967 abortion act have 
failed in parliament. Critics said 
the Oxford student's case was a 
backdoor attempt to skirt parlia- 
ment and change foe 1967 abor- 
tion act through the courts. The 
case was financed by foe Society 
for the Protection of the Unborn 
Quid. 

The case was the first attempt 
in court to prevent an abortion 
using the 1929 law, said Ian Ken- 
nedy, a professor of medical law 
and ethics at the University of 
London. 

Although anti-abortionists lost 
foe case, n left open foe possibil- 
ity that an abortion could be 
illegal at some stage earlier than 
. the 28 weeks allowed under the 
old law, Kennedy said in an 
interview. 

He said the man’s claim of a 
paternal right to veto the abor- 
tion had already been rejected by 
the British courts in 1978. 

To allow a father to .override 
the woman’s right to choose what 
happens to her own body, said 
Kennedy, “would be to reintro- 
duce a form of slavery, albeit 
temporary.” 

Phyllis - Bowman, director of 
foe Society for the Protection of 
the Unborn Child, said the father 
bad made it clear that he would 
take full responsibility for foe 
baby once it was bora. . 

But feminist Germaine Greer, 
writing in the London Standard, 
said the father should have 
thought about foe possibility of | 
pregnancy in foe first place t£ he I 
was opposed to. abortion. 

“Any university student who 
had non-procreative sex in. late 
1986 without using a condom, is 
too irresponsible to be accorded 
father’s rights,” she wrote. 

According to testimony, the 
woman, unaware she was pre- 
gnant, bad taken anti-depressant 
.tablets and undergone two X-rays 
for a (best infection, posing a risk 
to the fetus. Doctors granted an 
abortion on health grounds. 


Latin American grapples 
with-poverty dilemma 


By Keith Grant 

Reuter 

CARACAS — Few Latin Amer- 
ican nations match foe abject 
misery of parts of Africa and 
Asia. But poverty in the region is 
grim, getting worse and will be 
hard to alleviate as Latin Amer- 
ica labours under a recession and 
its mountain of debt. 

Economic planners say that, 
often overlooked, Latin Amer- 
ica’s economic woes are moving 
to centre stage and the prolonged 
debt crisis has led to a plunge in 
Irving standards. 

“fiie region must return to a 
suitable rate of growth and it is 
neither socially nor politically 
possible to permit further erosion 
of living conditions," the Inter- 
American Development Bank 
(IADB) said in a recent report. 

Figures illustrating the scale of 
impoverishment are sketchy. But 
after three decades of progress 
since World War H, the re- 
gion's per capita income dropped 
in the early 1980s. 

Today it is back at 1978 levels. 
In ternati onal authorities estimate 
that up to 130 million people or 
one-third of Latin America’s in- 
habitants can be classed as below 
the poverty line. 

Toe main hope is to arrest the 
decline in investment and restore 
growth, jobs and welfare. Butthe 
four-year debt crisis has limited 
resources available for social 
spending. 

Colombian President VIrgflio 
Barco, In office since August, 
plans to host an international 
conference on poverty next 
month. His own priorities in Col- 
ombia are poverty and drugs, and 
he is proposing to- spend eight 
billion dollars on a plan for urban 
and rural renewal, health, home 
improvements and basic educa- 
tion. 

Latin America’s poor range 
from subsistence level peasants of 
Bolivia to the urban unemployed 
of Buenos Aires and Mexico City 
and s lum dwellers of Rio de 
Janeiro and Caracas. 

Some countries — notably 
Chile, Costa Rica and Uruguay — 
have maintained high levels of 
state welfare despite recession. 
But Mexico offers no state help 
for foe unemployed, who rely on 
charitable institutions and the 
church. 


The impact of recession is 
being seen in eating habits, with 
beef-eaters turning to fish and 
chicken, and others less pri- 
vileged forced to stop consuming 
any meat. 

A 1983 Mexico City survey 
found 11.4 per cent of foe poorest 
households cut meat from their 
diet totally, 7.5 per cent cut out 
milk products and 6-5 ‘per cent 
fish. 

More than half La fin Amer- 
ica’s rural population lives in 
poverty (defined by foe United 
Nations as families with incomes 
less than twice foe cost of the 
basic food basket). 

Urban dwellers now account 
for 70 per cent of the total 
population as opposed to 49 per 
cent in I960, with heavy migra- 
tion to cities in search of foe jobs 
that debt-laden economies in- 
creasingly do not provide. 

According to the IADB, public 
spending on social sectors has 
fallen in both real and per capita 
terms in most Latin American 
countries in foe 1980s as debt 
servicing soared. 

Between 1980-85, social ser- 
vices expenditures fell from an 
average of around 37 per cent of 
public spending in foe region to 
some 33 per cent, with several 
countries well below this. 

Spending on education re- 
mained static. Some governments 
had to suspend literacy prog- 
rammes. 

According to foe World Bank, 
Latin American countries had 
generally made good progress 
since 1950 in providing access to 
clean water, education and 
medical services, but it warns that 
. foe present depression is stunting 
these achievements! 

A bank report, “Poverty in 
Latin America,” says recession 
has bro ught high unemployment, 
declining real wages and foe first 
signs of worsening soda] indica- 
tors in several countries. 

“The longer remedial action is 
delayed, foe costlier it will be- 
come,” it says. 

Help comes from official agen- 
cies. but World Bank loans to- 
Latin America and tire Caribbean 
last yearfor population and nutri- 
tion, health, water supply and 
sewerage, and e d u cati on came to 
six per cent of the total, or 281 
miltion dollars. 


Ancient Syrian treasures popular In Cincinnati 


By Jacquelyn S. Porth 

WASHINGTON — The Cincin- 
nati Art Museum billed it as “An 
Exhibition Indiana Jones Would 
Give His Eyeteeth to See,” in a 
reference to foe fictional archaeo- 
logist made famous by American 
actor Harmon Ford in the movie 
“Raiders of the Lost Ark” and its 
sequel. For midwestem Amer- 
icans. however, it was a chance to 
see foe significant cultural con- 
tributions of ancient Syrian civi- 
lisations. 

It was an opportunity to view 
nearly 300 archaeological and 
artistic objects spanning 10,000 
years of history, reflecting art 
from some of the earliest villages 
as well as major urban centres- 
like Ebla, Mari, Ugarit and 
Damascus. Gretchen Mehring, 
coordinator of public services for 
the museum, said 20,529 people 
visited the comprehensive ex- 
hibit, “Ebla to Damascus: Art 
and archaeology of Ancient 
Syria” during its two-and-a-half 
month showing. The number of 
visitors is more than 50 per cent 
higher than average exhibition 
attendance. 

Cincinnatians found foe exhibit 
so striking foat many came back 
to see it repeatedly. Museum 
curator Daniel Walker said the 
frequency of repeat visits was “a 
testimony to the depth of the 
show and foe amount of interest 
it encouraged.” 

He said people were drawn by 
the “substance" of the exhibit as 
well as the consistently “good 
ait” which was made available by 
the Directorate-General of Anti- 
quities and Museums of the Sy- 
rian Arab Republic and foe 
Smithsonian Institution Travell- 
ing Exhibition Service (SITES). 
The objects for the travelling 
show have been drawn from 
museums in Damascus, Aleppo, 
Palmyra and Deir A1 Zor. 

The Ebla exhibit provides a 
view of the earliest agricultural 
settlements as well as the rise of 
Islam. Dr. Harvey Weiss of Y ale 
University worked with SITES to 
bring the exhibit to the United 
States. He also edited the massive 
542-page exhibit catalogue con- 


taining 70 essays. In foe book's 
introduction he wrote that Ebla 
attempts “to reveal foe historical 
role which Syrian cultures have 
played in prehistoric, early histor- 
ic and medieval times." 

The Ebla objects, according to 
Weiss, “provide a unique oppor- 
tunity for Americans to examine 
directly a representative sample 
of foe major and most si gnifican t 
artifacts and works of ait from 
Mari, Ebla and Ugarit, and more 
than a dozen other prehistoric, 
ancient and medieval Syrian 
archaeological sites," because 
none of them have travelled west 
of Europe before. 

flnrinnati was the fifth Amer- 
ican city to host “Ebla to Damas- 
cus,” in a seven-dty two-year 
tour. The exhibit, which covers 
the historical periods from foe 
third mill ennium B.C- to the first 
millennium A.D., opened in 
Baltimore and then travelled to 
Denver, Los Angeles and Rich- 
mond. Objects on display include 
stone tools, mosaics, pottery,, 
bronze and marble statuary, fres- 
coes, swords, gold and lapis lazuli 
jewellery, cuneiform tablets and 
ivory panels. 

As curator, Walker said he had 
many favourite objects, but sing- 
led out foe large, wide-eyed fi- 
gure of a praying man, known as 
Shibum, from Mari. Walker said 
he was struck by both foe size 
(114 centimetres tall) and quality 
of foe sculpture. An inscription 
on foe shoulder of the statue 
identifies Shibum as a land sur- 
veyor who lived 2,500 years ago. 
Shibum ted his likeness carved 
and placed in a temple so foat be 
could worship his god, Ninni- 
zaza, for enternity. 

The exhibit also includes clay 
tablets with cuneiform markings. 
Walker said these are a highlight 
of foe show, not just for their 
historical value but for their 
appeal “visually and aesfoeti cat- 
ty." These deal with legal and 
administrative subjects such as 
clothing and jewellery distributed 
by foe royal family of Ebla. One 
tablet is .particularly significant 
because the 4,500-year-old tablet 
with Eblaite and Sumerian 
cuneiform inscriptions has been 


identified as foe oldest known 
bilingual dictionary in foe world. 

Sealed bullae, or hollow day 
balls containing small clay 
tokens, are a significant inclusion 
in foe exhibit. The tokens repre- 
sented foe inventory of a ship- 
ment of goods. All were drawn 
from foe Habnba Kabira South 
archaeological site. 

The exhibit is organised chro- 
nologically by cultural epoch be- 
ginning with foe Prehistoric 
Period (8000 to 5000 B.C.) Dis- 
plays representing tins period In- 
corporate flint tools and fertility 
figures. The Protohistoric Period 
(approximately 3500 to 3000 
B.C.) examines foe origins of 
dties, civilisation and writing. 
The Early Dynastic and Akka- 
dian Periods (3000 to 2100 B.C.) 
examine foe dries of Ebla and 
Mari. The growth of foe Amorite 
Kingdoms is examined in the Old 
Syrian Period (2100 to 1600 B.C.) 
International politics and com- 
merce are addressed in the Mid- 
dle Syrian Period (1600 to 1200 
B.C.). 

The New Syrian Period (1200 
to 330 B.C.) examines the 
Armaeans, Noe-Hittiles and 
Assyrians. The Greek and Ro- 
man, presence in the geographic 
area is examined in foe Hellenis- 
tic and Roman Periods (330 B.C. 
to 400 A.D.) Syria’s addition to 
the Byzantine Empire’s religious 
and cultural life is covered in foe 
Byzantine Period (400 to 600 
A.D.) Finally, foe Islamic Period 
(600 to 1600 A.D.) focuses on 
sculpture, calligraphy, paintings 
and ceramics. 

Curator Walker described the 
exhibition as not “just one great 
peak, but a series of peaks” and 
attributed its significance to the 
broad “sweep of history,” which 
it covers, as well as “foe variety 
of high cultural monuments.” 
The exhibit is also^ignificant, he 
believes, because it provides 
“such a good look” at what is 
going on today in archaeology. It 
is an opportunity to “see history 
in the makin g," Walker said. 
Most of the items in the exhibit, 
in fact, have been excavated in 
the past 50 years. 

Archaeological scholars of the 


past two decades, particularly at 
Mari and Ebla, have established 
Syria as part of “the cradle of 
civilisation.” Generally, Walker 
said, he finds that periods of 
.history which focus on Mesopota- 
mian and Egyptian history are 
much better known and under- 
stood in the United States than 
Syrian historical periods. He 
attributes this to the fact they are 
“older and subject to closer scru- 
tiny." However, wide American 
exposure to an exhibit of Ebla’s 
caliber may gradually change 
such perceptions. 

A special family day was orga- 
nised in conjunction with foe 
Cincinnati exhibit. This alone, 
drew 2,000 people who came to 
view Syrian art, listen to a story 
teller and learn about cuneiform 
writing. The Arabian Knights, a 
local musical group, played the 
oud, tabla and tambourine while 
the Cincinnati Zoo provided five 
Middle Eastern animals including 
a camel. The Cincinnati Debke 
group of the Arab- American 
Association presented Middle 
Eastern folk dances. 

In addition, a four-pan lec- 
ture series was held. This in- 
cluded David Weis berg, profes- 
sor of Bible and Semitic Lan- 
guages at Hebrew Union College 
in Cincinnati, speaking on "Tbe 
History of Writing in the Ancient 
Near East.” A film documenting 
foe Ebla discoveries was pre- 
sented with an introduction by 
Weisberg, entitled “The Royal 
Archives of Ebla.” “Caravans 
and Desert Cities: Greek and 
Roman Syria.” was tbe subject of 
a lecture by Susan Matheson, 
associate curator of andent art at 
Yale University. Finally, Uni- 
versity of Washington professor 
of history. Jere Bacharacb, 
addressed the subject, “Palaces 
to Citadels: Islamic Damascus 
and Aleppo.” 

The Ebla exhibit will be at the 
Detroit Institute of Ails through 
May 3. It will open at the 
Smithsonian's National Museum 
of Natural history in Washington 
July 10 for its final American 
showing — U.S. Information 
Agency. 


Problems of transplanting bone marrow 


By Dr. Horst Merscheim 

NO transplanted organ is willing- 
ly accepted by the recipient; it 
may even be rejected. Beyond 
this natural reaction, bone mar- 
row itself will actively turn 
against its recipient. In foe worst 
conceivable case, it literally re- 
jects the nedpient’s body. 

The reason for this reaction has 
to be seen in the purpose fulfilled 
by bone marrow, namely to form 
blood and foes generate anti- 
bodies and white corpuscles 
(leukocytes) that characterise foe 
organism's imm une and defence 
system and seek to destroy every- 
thing entering foe body as a 
foreign substance, for example, 
viruses causing infections. If this 
system is transplanted its defen- 
sive cells necessarily tom against 
its new and foreign environment, 
trying to destroy it. 

A research team at Essen Uni- 
versity Hospital, headed by Pro- 
fessor Ulrich W. Schaefer, is 
studying solutions to this problem 
with the goal of making bone 
marrow transplants more success- 
ful. Tbe team’s research is being 
carried out in foe framework erf a 
Special Collaborative Program- 
me, sponsored by foe Deutsche 
Forscb ungsgem einschaft, DEG , 
(German Research Association) 
and entitled “Experimental' and 
Qmical Research in Leukemia 


and Tumours." Professor Schaef- 
er’s fftam has already done more 
than 170 bone mar row trans- 

• plants with varying degrees of. 

• success. One of the crucial 
aspects determining whether the 
bone marrow transplant will be 
accepted and assume its functions 
is the selection of the donor. 
Major attention has to be given 
from foe outset to foe highest 
possible degree of compatibility 
of the two defence systems which 
will be confronted with one 
another as a result of foe trans- 
plantation. 

Consequently, foe so-called 
“syngenk” transplantation has 
foe best chances of success, 
although it is a very rare form of 
transplantation because it re- 
quires that foe donor be tbe 
identical twin of foe recipient. In 
tbe transplantation method most 
commonly . used today, foe 
“allogenic” transplantation, doc- 
tors use bone marrow donated by 

‘ a very dose relative, in most 
cases by a brother or sister of tbe 
patient. But Mr. Schaefer’s col- 
league, Dr. Hossam Mahmoud, 
explains why this method does 
not necessarily provide help for 
all patients: “Seventy per cent of 
all patients which are considered 
for bone marrow transplantations 
do not have a relative whose 
imm une system would match his 
or hers and who could donate 


bone marrow.” ■ 

Therefore, a solution has to be 
found to the pressing question of 
the extent to which other donors 
can be used. Suitable donors 
ought to be found in the group of 
blood donors who are today listed 
in computer systems according to 
their blood groups. Basically, this 
idea is not a thing of foe future, 
but it would solve only one of 
many difficult problems. 

The first problem is foat donat- 
ing bone marrow is by no means 
as simple as donating blood. 
Even though Dr. Mahmoud 
points out that the risk to the 
donors is small, it certainly does 
exist. Bone marrow is extracted 
from foe pelvic bone in full anes- 
thesia, The donor has to be hospi- 
talised for several days. There- 
fore, it will certainly not prove 
easy to find people willing to 
donate bone marrow to strangers. 
For tins reason, foe research 
team in Essen is considering tbe 
possibility of storing bone marrow 
substance in organ banks. It would 
then be possible to use the help of 
persons who have in principle 
agreed to donate an organ or who 
agree to have the respective 
organ removed after their death. 

In tbe so-called cryopreserva- 
tion, that is the preservation of 
bone marrow subtance at -195.8" 
centigrade in liquid nitrogen, foe 
cooling is so effective that even 


after years of storage there wifi be 
no loss in bone marrow activity. 
However, this kind of preserva- 
tion can only rarely, be done 
directly after a person has died. It 
normally takes time until the vic- 
tims of accidents are recovered, 
and even if a person has died of a 
natural cause, foe law requires 
that organs may be removed at 
tbe earliest two hours after death. 
For these reasons foe main prob- 
lem' concerning preservation is 
the question of how long bone 
marrow retains its function. The 
scientists found that bone marrow 
can be taken from a dead person 
up to six hours after death with- 
out significant loss of viability. 

Medicine uses bone marrow 
transplants to treat diseases 
affecting foe blood-forming sys- 
tem. One of these diseases is 
leukemia, commonly known as 
cancer of the blood. Using drag 
therapy it is quite posable today 
to control leukemia, but foe rate 
of cure is low. Most patients 
suffer a leukemic relapse and die. 
Bone marrow transplantation 
provides a significantly better 
chance of cure if it is performed 
early in the course of foe disease 
and if the donor is completely . 
hist ©compatible. This situation 1 
explains why it is so very urgent 
to solve foe problem of donors — 
Tbe German Research Service, 
Bonn. 
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Buns for the elephants 

JORDAN s fan of surprises and that, certainly, is one of its 
charms but these surprises can turn out to be shocks. Yon may, for 
instance, wake up one day to check your mail and find that your 
electricity bfll was much higher than usual because the price of 
electricity had been raised and that your garbage bags — that you 
never get anyway — now cost yon JD 1 every month. It is also 
added to the bill. 

Thai, if yon have plans to travel with your children for Easter, 
you realise that you have now to put aside JD 75 for the airport tax 
instead of the JD 50 that the five of yon had to pay before. But that 
is not all. In the same week, yon would learn that you would be 
taxed JD 20 for taking advantage of solar energy as you have a 
solar-heating system on the roof of your bouse. 

The next morning, while renewing tbe work permit of your 
foreign helper, yon have the surprise of being charged JD 150 
instead of JD 50 you would have paid a few days earlier. And if you 
or your husband is a dvD servant, then another surprise is 
awaiting — no more overtime allowances. 

With all these new measures, the government hopes to raise 
quite bit of money from foe people. We understand that all of us 
have a responsibility to share the “difficult economic times” of the 
country and help in any way we can. One would think that this new 
burden imposed on us would help establish productive projects, 
but the problem is that most of this money will be used to save 
“white elephant projects” like tbe cement, tbe potash, tbe 
fertilisers or the wood factories, aO of which have been sustaining 
heavy losses at the public’s expense. 

If the government needs money, it has to be fair and raise it 
directly from the people according to foe income of each 
Individual. If tbe scale of tax collection is adhered to and if the rich 
were made to pay their does as stated by law, then the less 
fortunate among ns would not have to suffer the strains of 
austerity. 


Blatant deception 


Pirates and Emperors: inter- 
national terrorism in the real 
world 

By Noam Chomsky 
Claremont Research & Pub- 
lications, New York 1986, 
$17.95 

INTERNATIONALLY 
acclaimed linguist and political 
analyst Noam Chomsky recalls 
foe story of a pirate captured by 
Alexander the Great who asked 
him how he “dare molest the 
sea." “How dare you molest the 
whole world?” tbe pirate replied. 
“Because I do it with a little ship 
only, I am called a thief; you, 
doing it with a great navy, are 
called an emperor.” 

This tale is used by Chomsky to 
put into perspective what he de- 
scribes as the “retail terrorism” 
of Libya, factions of foe PLO, 
and others, against the 
‘^wholesale terrorism” of the Un- 
ited States and its proxies in the 
Middle East, Central America 
and elsewhere; how public opin- 
ion is manipulated by apologists 
-for U.S. policies who use lan- 
guage as a tool for deception 
rather than description. Thus, for 
example, Lebanese Shi’ites are 
labelled “terrorists” for having 
the temerity to restet the U.S.- 
financed Israeli invasion of their 
country, while U.S. -backed 
Nicaraguans who have raped, 
maimed and slaughtered hun- 
dreds of civilians are — in all 
seriousness — described as “free- 
dom fighters” by tbe leader of the 
free world. 

According to Chomsky, the 
fact that this blatant deception 
continues to fool most Americans 
testifies to the success of prop- 
aganda coup worthy of foe age of 
Orwell. “Literal censorship bare- 
ly exists in foe United States," he 
writes, “but thought control is a 
flourishing industry.” As in ear- 
lier works, he draws disturbing 
parallels between foe indoctrina- 
tion systems of totalitarian and 
democratic states, stressing that 
while tbe former nse repressive 
measures, foe latter rely on much 
more subtle and sophisticated 
techniques to reach foe same 
objectives. Western “liberals," 
“doves,” and “aides” of foe gov- 
ernment play a crucial role in 
disseminating state propaganda. 


This, he believes, is accomplished 
by foe “critics” occasionally chal- 
lenging minor aspects of foe gov- 
ernment’s policies, while being 
careful not to question the fun- 
damental doctrines of the state. 

For example, while it is un- 
popular but tolerable for media 
doves to go against the grain of 
mainstream journalism by point- 
ing out that foe PLO has aban- 
doned its former rejectionist posi- 
tion calling for the destruction of 
Israel, it is inconceivable that 
such commentators would point 
out that it is tbe U.S. and Israel 
who now lead foe rejectionist 
camp by their adamant opposi- 
tion to foe international consen- 
sus behind a two-state solution. 
Similarly, while liberal critics (in- 


BOOK REVIEW 


variably denounced as pro-Arab 
and anti-Israel) might occasional- 
ly comment on foe possible root 
causes of terrorism in foe Middle 
East such as Palestinian dispos- 
session, “the idea that there 
may be other sources of terr- 
orism in the Middle East — 
and that the emperor and 
his clients may also have a hand 
in the drama — is excluded a 
priori; it is not denied, but it is 
unthinkable.” 

Chomsky notes that while 
Americans were fulminating over 
foe violence allegedly inflicted by 
foe Libyan “road dog” in Europe, 
they were not particularly con- 
cerned about foe terrorism com- 
mitted on their own soil. Accord- 
ing to a largely ignored FBI re- 
on terrorism in the U.S., 
out of seven domestic terror- 
ist incidents in 1985 were attri- 
buted to extremists linked with 
foe Jewish Defence League. “I 
noticed no editorials or other 
comments calling upon the Un- 
ited States to bomb Tel Aviv or 
Jerusalem,” Chomsky observed, 
adding that foe media reaction 
would no doubt have been diffe- 
rent had tbe majority of terrorist 
acts in tbe U.S. turned out to 
have been committed by Arab- 
Aroericans with links to foe PLO 
or an Arab country. 

John Dirtik 
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AMERICAN STEAKS ^ 
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I The First and Only Greek 
« QRestaurant In Jordan H 
TONIGHT 

AND EVERY NIGHT 5 
H „ZORBA.THE GREEK „ g 

LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN 2ND CIRCLE 
Off* FRENCH LOAF- 
TFl 6415S5 *q COWER CHMR 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



EVERY 

DAY 


PEOPLE mo HEEV 

MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES 

CALL US! 


Electrolux 


P.O.Box 025229 AMMAN 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takm-away anraUablm 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 
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604671 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to'door service 


Agtnu mowfht worn) 
Tel: 6S4D90.660B52 
tic wmb eesMco jo 

Cable: Nusetbahco. 
P.O. Box 325457 
AMMAN JORDAN 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN T0UR1SM0 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
1 Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m . - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


' SHAKHSHIR N 
Rent A Car 

25% Discount 

1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good service 


Middle East Hotel 
Tel: 668958 


N 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 -Midnight y 


NEW SERVICE FOl 
EXPATRIATES 


We are able to advise an 
follow up on all yoi 
governmenta 
procedures. 

* Work Permits. 

* Residence Permits. 

* Renewal of all licences. 

* Visas for visitors. 

Let your headache becom 
mine. 

Tel: 604088 

. . Ali Rawashdeh. 
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China’s Jiang wins thrilling final 
at world table tennis tourney 


NEW DELHI, India (AP) — Reigning men’s singles 
champion Jiang Jialiang of China kept his title in a 
tough battle over Sweden’s Jan-Ove Waldner as the 
Chinese won four of the five individual events in the 
World Table Tennis Championships here. 


' Hie 23-year-old Jiang put an 
end to Waldner’s giant-killer 
reputation in a touch-and-go 
fourth game that went to a 24-22 

finish 

- Jiang gave up die first game 
14-21, but then came back to take 
it three straight 21-18, 21-12, 24- 
22 . 

1 The 21-year-old Waldner, the 
fifth seed, earlier dumped Chi- 
na’s second-ranked Chen Long- 
can and third-seeded Teng Yi to 
make it to the finals . 

“The Swede’s flat fore-hand re- 
turns and back-hand smashes sur- 
prised Jiang, but the champion’s 
speed and experience prevailed 
as be smashed back to victory on 
Sunday. 

The Chinese also topped 
women's singles and the men's 
dnd mixed doubles. China also 
won the team event last 
Wednesday. 

Only South Korea's Yang Young 
Jaand Hyun Jung Hwa prevailed 
against the superpower Chinese 
21-21, 21-13, 21-19 in the 
women's doubles. 

T -China’s fourth-seeded He Zhili 
denied Yang a second title in 
women's singles, claiming the 
championship in straight games 
21-17, 21-19, 21-18, 

-Men’s doubles went to Chen 
Longcan and Wei Qingguang 
Over Yugoslav challengers. Their 
21-17, 12-21, 22-20 returned the 
title to China for the first time 
since 1981. It had been won by 
the Swedes in 1985 and the 
Yugoslavs in 1983. 

China’s third-seeded mixed 
doubles pair of Hui Jun and Geng 
Ljiuan topped compatriots Jiang 


Jialiang, the men's champ, and 
Jiao Tfrimin on Saturday. Scores 
were 21-14, 15-21, 21-10. 

Jiang’s win over Waldner was 
his second straight title, having 
gained the first at Gothenburg in 
Waldner’s homeland in 1985. 

The Swede's fighting style was 
a crowd pleaser in Indira Gandhi 
Stadium, but he needed more 
than cheers. After his initial vic- 
tory, the closest he got in the 
second game was 18 to Jiang' 19. 
The third game was all Jiang’s. 

In the fin al contest, Waldner 
was ahead 20-16 and looked like a 
winner. But Jiang recovered 
beautifully, and a final back-hand 
chop from Waldner sailed over 
the table to give the Chinese the 
24-22 victory. 

In women's singles, Yang 
seemed weary after her successful 
exertions in the doubles play, but 
put up a valiant fight against 
fourth-ranked He Zhili. 

Yang's powerful back-hand 
shots soared well, but He’s defen- 
sive play was steadier, at ' the 
21-17, 21-19, 21-18 straight score 
showed. 

Yang had used her pen-holder 
grip to put down He, who uses 
the handshake, in last year’s 
Asian Games. 

In Sunday’s games. He pulled 
ahead for good after a 16-16 tie in 
the first and recovered from a 
five-point deficit to tie at 18-18 
and win the second. 

The two players pulled even 10 
times in the final game, but after 
the 17-17 point. He's aggressive 
play could not be stopped. 

Yang muffed her last serve and 
put down her paddle with a fms- 


■trated smile, giving He and anti- 
climactic victory. 

The men’s doubles seemed to 
rest on the steadiness of Chinese 
Chen Longcan and Wei Qing- 
guang over emotional Yugoslavs 
Ilija Lupulesku and Zoran Pri- 
morac. 

The fifth-ranked Slavs went 
down to the Chinese, seeded 
seven, 21-17, 12-21, 22-20, as 
Chen and Wei succeeded in 
bringing the wide-playing Slavs 
close to the table. 

The styles of the two teams 
differed between play too, with 
Lupulesku giving a shout at each 
successful point and the Chinese 
showing barely a hint of a smile at 
scores. 

The first game was dose, but' 
the Chinese led all the way. In the 
second, Primontc’s tip-spin serves 
and smashes won it easily. 

The final game see-sawed to a 
tie seven times. But ‘then, with 
the Slavs ahead 20-19, 
Lupulesku made a long reach, 
overshot and -fell to the ground. 
Primorac then sent a smash 
attempt into the net, giving the 
Chinese a 22-20 win. 

The women’s doubles ended 
with a come- from-behind thriller 
that saw the South Koreans down 
8-1 to Chinese Dai LiH and Li 
Haifen, the top seeds. 

Fifth-seeded South Korea’s 
Yang Young Ja and Hyun Jung 
Hwa had already recovered from 
a 23-21 Chinese win in the first 
game, taking the second easily 
21-13. 

Then the real excitement came 
as the South Koreans began a 
battle back with the Chinese in 
command at 12-6. 

Yang and Hyun took seven 
straight points to pull ahead, and 
it was all Yang’s backhand and 
crosscourt smashes won the- dou- 
bles, but foiled her later in the 
singles against He Zhili. 


Barcelona thrashed at 
home in major upset 


MADRID (R) — League Leader 
Barcelona was thrashed 44) at 
home by Sporting Gijon in the 
biggest upset of the season in the 
Spanish First Division. 

• It was only the second defeat in 
29 league matches for Barcelona, 
who had appeared weD set to 
regain the championship it lost to 
Real Madrid last year thanks to a 
miserly defence which bad con- 
ceded just 13 goals. 

A win for Real at bottom- 
placed Sabadell would take it 
within one point of Terry Ven- 
ables' side with just five matches 
left before the end-of-season 
play-offs. 

Sporting's Mexican striker Lois 
Flores set it on the road to victory 
at the Non Camp after 25 minutes 
Saturday night when Andoni 
Zubizarreta could not hold a 
fierce shot from Joaquin Alonso. 

Five minutes before the inter- 
val, Joaquin and Flores were 
again involved in a neat move 
which allowed Eloy Olaya to prat 
the visitors two ahead. 


A second goal from Eloy and 
.one from Lrnsmi Sanchez com- 
pleted the rout in the second half 
and ended the Catalans' 18-match 
unbeaten ran in the league, 
stretching back to its defeat at 
Real Murcia last Oct. 19. 

Venables oncharacteristically 
complained about the refereeing 
after the match, saying the first 
goal should have been disallowed 
for offside. 

“We’ve got to learn our lesson 
from this, bat losing two games 
out of 29 doesn't mean any- 
thing,” he said. 

Barcelona badly missed the 
driving midfield work of sus- 
pended captain Victor Munoz 
Saturday night, but he will be 
back for Wednesday’s awkward 
UEFA Cup assignment away to 
Dundee United in the first leg of 
the quarter finals. 

Gty Rival Espanol meanwhile 
kept its title hopes alive with a 2-0 
win at Cadiz, which brought it to 
within four points of the leader in 
the third place. 


Bordeaux moves to top of 
French soccer league 


PARIS (R) — Bordeaux, return- 
ing from a two-month winter 
break a day before rival Marseil- 
le, moved to the top of the 
French First Division with a 2-0 
win over Nantes. 

Yugoslav striker Zlatko Vu- 
jovic scored the first in the 18tfa 
minute and set up the second for 
Philippe Fargeon in the 74th to 
give Bordeaux a timely boost 
before it entertains Torpedo 
Moscow in the first leg of the 
European Cup- Winners’ Cup 
quarter-finals next Wednesday. 

The victory — sweet revenge 
for a 3-0 defeat it received in 
Nantes last August — put Bor- 
deaux two points ahead of 


Marseille, who is playing at home 
against bottom-of-table Rennes. 

It was also a gratifying result 
for forward Jose Toure, who mis- 
sed last year’s World Cup finals 
because of a knee operation and 
was making his league debut for 
Bordeaux against his ok) dub 
after a move last year bom 
Nantes. 

Defending champion Paris 
Saint-Germain slumped to a 3-0 
home defeat a gainst Nice and 
dropped to 10th place in the 
20-strong table as Jose Morales, 
Jocelyn Rico and substitute Marc 
Pascal hit it with three second 
half goals. 


Noah struggles to advance, Evert Lloyd 
breezes to win in int’l players tourney 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (R) 
-^'Fourth seeded Yannick Noah 
of France defeated Ulf Stenlund 
of Sweden 1-6, 6-0, 6-4, 6, 6-3 
td* survive his second consecutive 
five-set match and advance to the 
.oUrth round of the S1.8 million 
International Players Cham-, 
pionships. 

“ Second-seeded Stefan Edberg 
of Sweden defeated American 
Mike Depalmer 6-2, 6-7, 6-3, 64 
to join Davis Cup teammate, 
fifth-seeded Mats Wilander, a 
63, 62, 64 winner over Jakob 
Hlasek of Switzerland, in the 
fourth round. 

In contrast to the struggles of 
Noah and JEdberg, Chris Evert 
Lloyd, the second seed in the 
women’s singles, had a walkover 
ijpL her third round match' 
Saturday. 

" Lloyd, who has lost just three 


games in three matches here, 
outplayed unseeded American 
compatriot Vicky Nelson-Dun bar 
60, 6-0 in 47 minutes to advance* 
to a fourth round meeting with 
unseeded American baseliner, 
Stephanie Rehe. 

“I felt so .sorry for her,” Lloyd 
said, “but I wanted a match. I 
was looking forward to this match 
because she usually hits a lot of 
balls back and it was in the heat 
of the day. But nothing worked 
for her. I tried not to lose interest 
and just worked on coining in and 
hitting harder serves.” 

Hana Mandlikova, the fourth 
seed from Czechoslovakia, waged 
an uphill struggle against un- 
seeded SvetiaiiaParkbomenko of 
the Sovief Union before advanc- 
ing with a 7-6, 64 victory. 

Mandlikova was saved by Par- 
khomenko's ability to serve dou- 


ble fonlts at crucial moments. She 
double faulted eight times in the 
match. 

the last three roundsaml Emit- 
ted that even he did not get 
mentally psyched up unto the 
fifth set. 

After leading by two sets to 
one, Noah lost the fourth set and 
dropped his serve at the start of 
the fifth set. 

Stenlund bad been using clever 
passing shots and sharply-angled 
cross-court backhands to beat 
Noah. Bat in the second game of 
the fifth set, Noah suddenly 
found the energy to dive for the 
passes, making winning volleys 
and pumping his fists. 

Noah broke Stenlund for 1-1 
and survived three break points 
in the fifth game to maintain a 3-2 
lead. 


French First Division Standings 
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Korean Yuh 
retains title 

SE6UL (R) — Unbeaten Worid 
Boxing Association (WBA) 
junior-flyweight champion Yuh 
Myung-Woo of South Korea re- 
tained his title with a quick-fire 
first-round victory over Eduardo 
Tunon of Panama Sunday. 

The fight was over after just 
two minutes 46 seconds of the 
scheduled 15-round bout when 
Greek referee Stanley Christ odo- 
lous baited the fight to spare the 
challenger further punishment. 

After about two minutes spent, 
weighing each other up, Yuh 
suddenly caught Tunon with a 
crashing right to the jaw.that sent 
hfm to the canvas. 

Tunon floundered on the floor 
and only just managed to get to 
his feet at the count of eight. But 
Yuh quickly pinned him on the 
ropes and unleashed a snapping 
combination which left the chal- 
lenger defenceless. 

Yuh followed up with a flurry 
of unanswered punches to the 
headland body and the referee 
intervened as the Panamanian 
slumped against the ropes. . - * 

The South Korean said after- 
wards that he had planned a 
knockout in a later round after 
concentrating on the body in the 
early rounds to slow the faster 
and taller challenger. 

T knew he had a brittle jaw 
and I saw him open it while I was 
sizing him up. I got him at the 
first chance,” he added. 

Yuh improved his record to 23 
wins, six by knockout. 


Bayern regains 
Bundesliga lead 

BONN (R) — Bayern Munich 
regained leadership of the West 
German First Division with a 3-0 
win over Fartnpa Duesseldorf as 
Hamburg slipped to a narrow 
defeat against northern city soc- 
cer rival Werder Bremen. 

After a scoreless first half, 
Lothar MaUfaaeas put Bayern in 
the lead against relegation candi- 
dates Duesseldorf. Han Pfluegler 
and Dieter Hoeness added the 
other goals. 

Hamburg’s visit to Bremen 
Saturday coincided with a return 
to form of Rudi Voeller, who 
scored both goals in Werder’s 2-0 
win. The loss left Hamburg a 
point behind Bayern, who has 27 
points from 19 matches. 


U . S . Olympic committee ends meeting 
without endorsing IOC plan on pros 


CHICAGO (AP) — The U.S. 
Olympic committee's executive 
board ended its two-day meeting 
without endorsing an Internation- 
al Olympic Committee (IOC) 
proposal to liberalise participa- 
tion by professionals in future 
Games. 

The IOC has proposed that 
after the 1988 Gaines, the eligibil- 
ity of professionals be determmed 


NEEDED 


1 , Highly-qualified native teacher of English to teach in 
..Aqaba. (Female or male). 

Contact: Amman tel: (641986) 

Aqaba tel: (312010) 


DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

The villa is suitable for an embassy. Located on Jabal Amman, it 
consists of seven bedrooms, three of which are master bed- 
rooms, two large halls, two spacious sitting rooms, three 
kitchens, seven bathrooms, with a roof, central heating and 
air-conditioning, large garden, telephone, water well and an 
internal elevator. 

Call: 658399 


by the international governing 
body of each sport. 

New York Yankees owner 
George Steinbrenner, a member 
of the 94-member USOC execu- 
tive board, said he spoke out 
against approving the IOC prop- 
osal because of the potential 
damage such action could cause 
frmd-raising efforts in the United 
States. 

“In certain governments, an 
athlete is a classification, but not 
here,” Steinbrenner said after the 
board tabled the endorsement 
proposal. 

“I think that’s still one of the 
things that sets American athletes 
apart, that makes the public 
proud of them and willing to 
support them. Once we get the 
public to support the direction 
the Olympics are moving toward, 
we can adjust our own stance. Fm 
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Lunch & Dinner 

International Cuisine 


Tel-821985 




SHUKRAN 

To all our friends all over Jordan for their under- 
standing and help to those abandoned and 
orphaned children. The more friends and the - more 
sponsors we have, the sooner it will be possible for 
the SOS Children’s Village Amman to make a 
modest contribution towards the social progress in 
our beloved country JORDAN. 

I am ready to help by: 

□ Sponsoring a child/children for 60 Dinars - year. 

□ Sponsoring a Family House for 500 Dinars - year. 

□ Offering a money gift for JD 

I hereby enclose a crossed cheque to: 

SOS Children’s Village Association of Jordan 

P.O. Box 926405 

Amman - Jordan s ^ — 

Tel. 665724 - 605610 I 9 . <W V 


This advertisement is a donation from Aft A U KRA YBH 

or cmiwxrm err. 



confident the USOC is doing 
that.” 

Professionals, with some res- 
trictions, have already won 
approval to compete in Olympic 
ice hockey, soccer and. tennis.* 

“Fm surprised. I read the deci- 
sion to table the endorsement to 
mean we are taking no position 
on the matter,” said Anita De- 
Frantz,, a former Olympic rower 
who is a representative on the 
IOC. 

Robert Helmick, USOC execu- 
tive director, said the public 
“tends to tune into the profes- 
sionalism issue in terms of 
whether we can put NBA players 
on the floor for Olympic basket- 
ball games. 

_ ‘That’s not the entire ques- 
tion,” he said. “The most impor- 
tant thing we’re working towards 
now is getting people to under- 
stand that the term amateur does 
not mean athletes who do not 
receive support. 

“The first thing we need to do 
is to clear away rules that force 
our athletes in some sports to 
choose between financial support 
arid continued eligibility at the 
collegiate, or even the high 
school level.” he said. 

“There is a-great disparity right 
now between what can be done to 
support athletes under Olympic 
rules and collegiate rules in the 
U.S." 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Sports city to be built in Irbid 

AMMAN — Work on? JD /million sports city project in Irbid 
mil begin in the coming few days, according to Minister of Public 
Works Mahmoud Ai Hawamdeh. The minister said that the 100 1 
dunum 'project is one of the biggest to be carried out by the 
ministry in the current year. The Prince Hassan Sports City, as it 
is to be called, will be an integrated sports centre with 
playgrounds, various installations and facilities, and an internal 
road system. The minister said that the project will be financed 
through a loan obtained from the Chinese government. 

Arsenal, Tottenham face cup replay 

LONDON (AP) — Liverpool's opponents in next month’s 
Littiewoods Cup final remained undecided Sunday as Arsenal 
won 2-1 at Tottenham Hotspur, leaving the two sides locked 2-2 
on aggregate. Second half. goals by defender Viv Anderson and 
striker Niail Quinn cancelled out Clive Allen's early strike for 
Tottenham — his 38th of the season — before 37,099 fans at 
White Hart Lane. Because the away goals rule does not apply in 
the competition, the two teams, still level after 30 minutes of extra 
time, will meet again on Wednesday with an April 5 date with 
Liverpool at Wembley as the prize. 

Soviets win handball championship 

BOLZANO, Italy (R) — The Soviet Union won the men’s World 
Handball Championship when it beat Czechoslovakia in a 
dose-fought final. But both teams, joint favourites since the start 
of the 11-day championship, qualify for the 1988 Seoul Olympic 
Games as leaders of their groups. The Soviet team's 23-16 victory 
was ultimate proof of its supremacy during the competition which 
saw it win all its matches in convincing style. The Czechoslovak 
side had dropped a point earlier in the week by drawing with a 
strong Bulgarian team. 

Karpov forces quick draw against Sokolov 

LINARES, Spain (R) — Former world chess champion Anatoly 
Karpov forced a quick draw with the black pieces here in the third 
game of his world title e liminat or against fellow Soviet grandmas- 
ter Andrei Sokolov. Karpov, who won the adjourned second 
game, now leads the 14-game match 2-1. The first player to reach 
7-1/2 points, with one for a win and 172 for a draw, will earn the 
right to challenge Soviet world champion Garry Kasparov. 
Karpov chose the same Caro Kann defence that he used poorly in 
the first game of the match, when be was lucky to escape with a 
draw after allowing Sokolov good w inning chances. Analysis with 
his seconds had shown him how to Improve and Saturday he 
quickly cancelled put Sokolov's advantage of playing .white. 

Scheduled opponents beat boxing foes 


PARIS (AP) — Buster Drayton of the United States and Fred 
Skouma of France tuned up for their title bout later this month by 
easily beating opponents Saturday. Drayton, the current Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation superwelterweight champion, knocked 
oat Mexico's Juan Alonso Villa in the second round. Skouma beat 
another Mexican, Tomas Garda, Mien the referee stopped that 
bout in the fourth round. Drayton and Skouma are scheduled to 
meet in Cannes, France, on Mar. 27 for the IBF title. Skouma had 
a chance to take the World Boxing Association title in the same 
division last October bnt was knocked out by Jamaica's Mike 
- McCaDum. f v 

Slaney sets new coarse record 

PHOENIX (AP) — Mary Decker Slaney set a new course record 
while winning the women's division in the fifth annual American 
continental 10-kilometre white Mexico's Arturo Barrios success- 
fully defended his men's title. Slabey, co-holder of the U.S. 16 
kilometre record of 31 minutes and 38 seconds, won the race here 
in 32:03 to break the course record of 32.-04. set by England's 
Wendy Sly in 1985. Brenda Webb, the defending champion and 
co-holder of the American 10-kilometre record with Slaney. 
dropped out of Saturday’s race several weeks ago and Slaney said 
she was left without a solid challenger in the event on a flat course 
through tite streets of residential north Phoenix. 

N. Korea wins soccer tourney 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — North Korea defeated South 
Korea 1-0 Sunday and won the 18th annnul King's Cup soccer 
tournament. Thailand beat Indonesia 3-2 for third place. It was 
North Korea’s first victory in the tournament. South Korea has 
won the competition eight times. China, the Soviet Union and 
Oman also competed in the tournament, and Thailand fielded two 
L teams. 


Juventus closes gap on 
Italy’s leader Napoli 


ROME (R) — Champion Juven- 
tus moved into second place be- 
hind Napoli in the Italian First 
Division after a 1-0 home win 
over Fiorentma. 

Napoli, despite the inevitable 
Diego Maradona goal, was sur- 
prisingly held 1-1 at home by 
Sampdoria, but have a four-point 
cushion. 

Juventus, rediscovering its 
form after some indifferent dis- 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 
(furnished or unfurnished) 

Consisting of three salons, dining room, three bedrooms with 
verandas, four bathrooms, maid's room, laundry room, modem 
aid spacious kitchen. The apartment has an area of 300 sq.m, 
and is provided with an independent lift The apartment has a 
swimming pool and squash court and can be rented furnished or 
unfurnished. 

Location: West Amman - 7th Circle - near Pizza Hut 

_ Call: 811949 

N.B. Rent can be negotiated only after seeing the 
apartment 


plays earlier this season, domii 
ated the match and had seven 
chances to improve on Antoni 
Cabrini's 55th minute goal. 

Juventus moved ahead of Ii 
temazionale who was beaten 2- 
at home by City Rival Milan in 
sizzling encounter. 

Inter went ahead in the 26t 
minute with a goal from Alessar 
dro Alto belli, but Giuseppe Gai 
darisi and league top score 
Antonio Virdis clinched it for th 
visitor in the second half. 

Maradona saved Napoli with 
magnificent 39th minute voile 
from a Fernando Di Napoli cros 
after Sampdoria had gone ahea 
through Giuseppe Lorenzo fiv 
minutes earlier. 

Napoli looked shaky in th 
opening minutes as a fearles 
Sampdoria pushed forward, bu 
the Maradona goal restored con 
fidence and it dominated th) 
second half. 

Roma gained a point away a 
Brescia in a 1-1 draw and ease* 
into third place on goal differeno 
ahead of Inter and Milan. 


VS? 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


HEARTBURN 


Performances X30. MO. I'M. 1030 



Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625153 


SPIES LIKE US 


/ V^Pwformamtt* 3:15. fcX>. 8‘JO. »0J0 



Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 675573' 


OFF BEAT 


s3i30.fcl5.ft30.10JO 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420! 


FLASH DANCE 



Cinema Tel: 6221983 

RAGHADAN 


SECRET NINJA 
ROARING' 
TIGER 
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Weekly Financial Report 

. By Fouadfiatshon . were selling the Deutschmarl 


The following report summa- 
rises trading activities in Am- 
■ man of major European and 
Arab currencies as well as 
gold prices. The writer is a 
foreign exchange dealer at the 
Arab Finance Corporation 
(merged with Halim SaJGti 
and Sons Co.). 

AMMAN — Last week the 
U.S. dollar opened, mixed. 
Dealers, as usual, were trying 
to sell the dollar, hut were 
cautious at the same time not 
to force the dollar heavily 
down because of the central 
banks intervention. The dollar 
traded quietly between 0.3405 
- 0.342 fils on the JD. What 
led the dollar to move in this 
very narrow range was mainly 
the decisions taken by the 
(Group of Five) to stabilise 
the dollar at the present levels 
and their willingness to inter- 
vene through the central, 
banks to support the dollar if 
dealers tried to push it lower. 

Charts indicate that the dol- 
lar is bottoming at the present 
levels. Dealers, therefore 
should begin having long posi- 
tions on the dollar. The ex- 
pected ranges for this week 
are 0.340 - 0.450 fils. 

The pound sterling gained 
strength from both the stabil- 
ity of the dollar and the weak- 
ness of other European cur- 
rencies. Sterling rose higher 
towards 0.5325 his. Dealers 


were selling the Deutschmark 
(D.M.), Swiss franc (S.F.) and 
were buying sterling because 
of the better interest rates, 
and the better North Sea oil 
prices. 

The D.M./S.F. moved in a 
mixed range trading between 
D.M. 0.175 - 0.180 and S.F. 
betwcen 0.215 - 0.220 fils. 

The Lebanese lira (L.L.) 
scored new highs since two 
months against the dollar be- 
cause of the better political 
and military situation existing 
in the Lebanon. Tbe lira 
traded between (300-250) 
L.LJJD. 

The Syrian lira traded be- 
tween (75-68) S.L./JD. The 
Kuwaiti dinar traded between 
1.2150 to 1.2250 on the JD, 
the Egyptian pound traded 
between 0.175-0.1800 fils and 
tbe Iraqi dinar traded between 
0.2600 - 0.2700 fils. 

Due to tbe mixed dollar, 
the gold, platinum and sDver 
traded also in a mixed range. 
Gold traded between ($401- 
$408) an ounce. Charts still 
indicate that metals should try 
the lower levels as $395 an 
ounce for gold before moving 
to higher levels. 

Gold prices . in Amman 
based on tbe daily bulletin 
presented by the Jordan 
jewellery Store Company are 
as follows: 

Gold per gramme 21 carats JD 
(3.900 - JD 3.950) 

Gold per gramme 18 carats JD 
(2.550 - JD 3.850) 


YOUR DAILY 


from the Carroll Righter Institute m 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, MARCH 2, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Try to think of new 
plans and arrangements in terms of your main methods 
of operation. Those of different background can be an 
integral part of your future. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19} This is the day to handle 
an out-of-town affair. Listen to the advice of a new con- 
tact who can help you. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Concentrate on a new 
formula that will make it easier to handle your routines 
more efficiently; 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Think of those who have 
been helpful to you in the past and do something unex- 
pected to show your appreciation. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Be more en- 
thusiastic about wl^atqverwork you may be engaged in. 
Talk with co-workers for best results. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Study amusements you have 
been thinking about and make arrangements to enjoy 
them with coogenials. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Talk over with kin how 
to have more harmonious relationships. Older friends 
can be of great help to you now. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) An excellent idea occurs 
to you that helps you get others to agree with your 


views. This could prove profitable. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) If you need advice, go 
to those -who have had experience. Don't listen to what 
the naive have to suggest. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be sure to study 
your progressive ideas and put them in operation. This 
can bring you real success. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Use a different ap- 
proach with your own family and you need not worry 
about them so much. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You can get good 
friends to help you now. Handle correspondence and 
show others that yon are thoughtful - 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Listen to the ideas of 
a prominent person who can help you to gain a greater, 
income. Follow these suggestions. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he, or she, 
will be one of those charming young persons who can 
learn a good deal by being around older persons. Make 
sure that a fine education is provided for here, as your 
progeny may find it difficult to finish things that have 
been started. 


THE Daily Crossword by Hvw/ L. Chaw 


10 CMC* « 
KOnfwpNk 
15 Adrm Tafia 

IGBttfgar 
17 Dressing 


20 island wen 
of Naples 

21 Sfcan 

23 Fr. sodoto- 

P* 

25 Need 

26 Consume 
28 Formally 


31 Board’s boy* 
ebbr. 

34 Former Nets 
manager 

35 Breather 

38 

37 HacMM* 

30 Awaken roughly 

39 Two 

40 Sugar suffix ■ 

41 Uode-MBde 

42 Sweater size 
43fia*toucfc 

44 Bute: prof. 

45 Sagacity. 

46 Morally low 
48 Rfefiada* 
SQPsttfia 

53 Revokes, as 

atogaqr ■. 
HOier 
57 Mfelaedng. 

'do* 

80 Sour (tee 
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news in brief | Saudi Arabian oil production declines 


Oman, Egypt sign air travel accord 

MUSCAT (R) — Oman and Egypt signed an agreement last week 
to step up regular air travel between their capitals, government 
sources said. The sources said the pact would increase flights to 
Muscat and Cairo by Egyptair and Gulf Air, owned jointly by 
Abu Dhabi, Bahrain, Oman and Qatar. They gave no further 
details. Egyptair currently flies to Muscat once a week. 

World Bank to lend Tunisia $150m 

WASHINGTON (R) — The World Bank last week said it 
approved a $150 million industrial and trade policy loan to Tunisia 
to aid that country’s economic growth. It said the 17-year variable 
interest loan, two-thirds of which is available immediately, is 
being made to help Tunisia institute policy adjustments designed 
to stimulate growth of non-traditional exports and improve 
allocation and use of existing resources. Tunisia has decided to 
develop additional export revenue and substitute imports to offset 
a baiance-of-payments deficit brought about by falling oil prices, 
lower tourism revenues and lower worker remittances, the bank 
said. It also said the country faced an expected decline in 
hydrocarbon exports over the long-term. 

UAE, Morocco sign transport agreement 

RABAT (R) — Morocco and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
have signed air transport and telecommunication agreements, the 
Moroccan news agency MAP reported last week. Tbe agreement 
on . air transport confirms a 1982 accord on starting direct flights 
between Morocco and the UAE. The other agreement foresees 
increased cooperation in telecommunications such as the opening 
of direct telephone lines between tbe two countries, MAP said. 
Moroccan Transport Minister Mohammad Bouamoud said at the 
signing ceremony that successful cooperation boosted Moroccan- 
UAE trade exchanges to 700 million dir hams (about $80 million) 
in 1985. 

WFP gives record amount of food aid 

ROME (R) — The U.N. World Food Programme (WFP) said last 
week it bad shipped a record 2.25 million tonnes of food aid to 
developing countries in 1986. The previous record was just under 
2.25 million tonnes in 1984 during the height of the African food 
crisis, the WFP said. The programme's executive director said the 
1986 record was achieved while cutting transport costs to an 
all-time low of just over $50 a tonne. The reduction was largely a 
result of lower oil prices but also reflected wider use of charter 
vessels and the shipment of larger lots, he said. 

Ford vehicles go on sale in UAE 

‘DUBAI (R) — Ford Motor Company launched sales in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) Sunday for tbe first time since an 
Arab boycott against the U.S. firm was lifted last year. Mr. Jerry 
Henderson, vice-president for sales of the Detroit-based firm's 
direct market operations, said Ford would establish seven new 
dealerships in the Arab World by mid-1987. He gave no details. 
“We believe Ford has an extremely attractive range of cars and 
trucks to offer the Middle East customer and we plan to obtain 
our fair share of the Arab marketplace,” he said in a statement 
released in Dubai. Ford was the target of an Arab League boycott 
for two decades because of business ties with Israel. 

McGraw-Hill to quit S- Africa 

NEW YORK (AP) — McGraw-Hill Inc., one of the world's 
largest publishing and information-services companies, said last 
week it will end all operations in South Africa and stop selling its 
- pftxhicfs to die fafially segjtegaied county. McGraw-Hill said it 
was negotiating to sell its South African subsidiary, McGraw-Hill 
Book Co. (South Africa) Ltd., to local management. McGraw- 
Hill’s South African operations employ 51 people and had total 
sales of $2.5 million an 1986, accounting for less than 0.2 per cent 
of the company's total sales. McGraw-Hill predicted the divest- 
ment would hurt its first-quarter earning?. The company posted a 
profit of $27.68 million during that period in 1986- 

Hong Kong banks raise Interest rates 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong Kong banks, after trimming interest 
rates last month to help cool an overheating currency. Saturday 
announced they were raising them because the local dollar had 
stabilised. The British colony's two biggest banks, the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation and the Standard Chartered 
Bank, said they would raise their prime lending rate — the rate on 
'loans to their best corporate customers — by a full percentage 
point to six per cent on Monday. Interest rates were cut to their 
lowest level in' 10 years at an emergency meeting of the bank 
association last month after speculators bought the Hong Kong 
dollar, expecting a change in its link of 7.8 to one U.S. dollar. The 
currency bad strengthened to 7.748 to the dollar but it has since 
fallen back as the interest rate cut made holding local dollar 
investments less profitable. 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — Saudi Arabia’s oil 
production fell 20 per cent in the third week of 
February, apparently reflecting buyer resistance to 
official OPEC prices, Golf-based oil industry 
sources said Sunday. 


They said Saudi output, ex- 
cluding sales from floating stor- 
age, fell to 2.9 million barrels per 
day (b/d) in the third week from 
around 3.6 million b/d in the first 
two weeks. 

Figures are based on exports 
from the kingdom's Ras Tannur- 
ab and Ju'aymah terminals in tbe 
Gulf, which fell to 1.2 million b/d 
last week from a 1.8 million to 
two million b/d average in the 
first half of February. 

Tbe drop appeared to have 
resulted from tbe deferment or 
cancellation of some lifting 
nominations, the sources said. 

Several Gulf Arab producers 
have bad trouble selling crude oil 
at official OPEC (Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries) 
prices, averaging $18 a barrel, as 
spot or free market levels slipped 
well below that in recent weeks. 

Deputy oil ministers of Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
countries — OPEC members 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and Qatar, 
and non-OPEC Bahrain and 
Oman — will meet in Bahrain on 
Monday to discuss the issue, the 
Emirates News Agency WAM 
said Sunday. 

GCC oil ministers meeting in 
Qatar agreed last Sunday to help 
each other to market their crude 
in tbe face of pressure for price 
cuts from buyers. WAM said 
Monday's meeting would discuss 
ways of implementing that deci- 
sion. 

Hie four OPEC members with- 
in the GCC account for nearly 40 


per cent of the oil group’s total 
output. 

Qatar is pumping less than half 
of hs 285,000 b/d OPEC quota 
because of marketing difficulties, 
the sources said. 

Saudi Arabia’s production fall 
in the third week puts the king- 
dom’s output at well below its 
OPEC quota of 4.133 million b/d. 

OPEC states agreed in Decem- 
ber to accept production quotas 
totalling 15.8 million b/d — a 7.25 
per cent reduction from previous 
levels — and return to official 
prices. 

The move followed turmoil on 
world oil markets, which saw 
prices dip briefly to under $10 in 
mid-1986 from around $30 in late 
1985. 

Tbe sources said it was too 
early to establish whether Saudi 
Arabia, OPEC’s largest producer 
and die world’s largest oil expor- 
ter, was returning to its former 
role as a ‘swing producer” within 
the 13-nation group. 

Saudi production fell to a low 
of some two million b/d in mid- 
1985 before King Fahd called a 
halt to the policy of adjusting 
Saudi output to defend a given 
OPEC price. 

The sources said exports were 
likely to decline steadily in March 
if there was no upturn in demand 
for OPEC oil. 

Many analysts believe that only 
sharply lower Saudi output can 
enable OPEC to preserve an $18 
a barrel price is the face of slack 
world demand and overproduc- 
tion by some other OPEC mem- 


Kuwait denies overproduction 

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Oil Minis- 
ter Ali Khalifa Al Sabah categor- 
ically denied Sunday reports that 
Kuwait has exceeded its crude oil 
production quota decreed by 
OPEC. 

In an interview with tbe Kuwait 
daily newspaper Al Qabas, 
Sheikh Ali also denied that the 
OPEC ministerial council will 
hold an emergency meeting to 
discuss the group's faltering 
attempt to uphold oil prices at 
$18 a barrel. 

“Those who circulated 
rumours last week about 
Kuwait’s production being 
beyond its quota (of 948.000 bar- 
rels per day) will be obliged to 
swallow it this week,” Al Qabas 
quoted him as saying. 

“The rumours are nothing 
more than empty words which 
have been based on false press 
reports that spoke about Kuwait’s 
ability to exceed its production 
quota and suggested, according- 
ly, that Kuwait may do so,” he 
added. 

Kuwait was one of the 13 
OPEC member states that was 
reported to have violated produc- 
tion quotas fixed at tbe group's 
ministerial council meeting in 
Geneva last December. 

Sheikh Ali defied any oil com- 
pany to say that Kuwait had sold 
its crude oil below the official 
prices as decided by OPEC. 

He said that Kuwait instead 
had “lost a number of clients 
because it stuck to pfficial 
(OPEC) prices.” 

Sheikh Ali said Kuwait's three 
local refiners and its two refiner- 
ies in Holland and Denmark, as 
well as an international distribu- 
tion network, ‘provide a guaran- 


tee for the marketing of Kuwaiti 
crude oil.” 

He predicted that the OPEC 
producers will continue to be 
exposed to pressure by world oil 
companies during the coming 
three months "when OPEC coun- 
tries will have been subjected to a 
test and their condition starts to 
improve again.” 

Describing as groundless re- 
ports that OPEC oil ministers 
would hold an emergency meet- 
ing to consider fresh measures foe 
protecting the group's pricing sys r 
tem, Sheikh Ali said "none of the 
member states bas asked for such 
a meeting." 

In an editorial, Al Qabas 
lashed out against the British 
government and Japanese com- 
panies which it charged with ex- 
ercising pressure on OPEC pro? 
ducers to sell their oil below the 
prescribed price. 

"Japanese oil companies are 
adopting an uncordial attitude by. 
rejecting the OPEC-decreed 
price, exercising pressure on 
Kuwait, Qatar and Oman, and 
refusing to sign contracts for 
March oil shipment at the official 
prices," Al Qabas said. 

“Tbe British stance, character 
rised with historical arrogance, 
has been even uglier, with the 
London government adopting a 
hostile attitude toward the OPEC 
countries and even toward Brit- 
tain itself.” Al Qabas said. 

"We wonder about the under-, 
lying reasons for such pressure, 
aimed at bringing about a col- 
lapse of the price structure, ignor- 
ing that Britain itself is an oil. 
producer,” the paper said. 

The paper also attacked "irres-i 
ponsible” OPEC states who “det • 
liberately opted to side with the,. 
hostile camp.” It did not identify 
them. 


Qatar issues budget, projects $1.5b deficit 


DOHA (AP) — Qatar, an oil- 
exporting state that has been buf- 
feted by the instability of the 
world oil market since 1983, 
issued Sunday a slim budget for 
1987-88, after skipping one 
altogether for the preceding fiscal 
year. 

The budget, ratified by the 
emir, Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad 
Al Thani, projected expenditure 
of 12.17 billion riyais (S3 35 bil- 
-Hon) and revenues at 6.74 billion j 
riyais ($1.85 billion),' leaving i i 
deficit of 5.74 billion riyais ($13 
billion). 

The deficit was m tbe range of 
those the Gulf state suffered 
annuall y since a glutted ofl mar- 
ket began pushing down prices in 
tbe early 1980’s. 

The projected expenditure fi- 


gure was about $1 billion less 
than the average $4.2 billion that 
Qatar used to outline at the be- 
ginning of fiscal years since 1983- 
84. 

Actual expenditure has howev- 
er been in ‘the range of $3.3 
billion over the three fiscal years 
between 1983 and 1986. The 
Qatari Monetary Agency has also 
reported success in reducing 
actual annual- deficits to about a 
fourth of original estimates. - 
• Qatari Finance and Petroleum 
Minister Abdul Aziz Ibn Khalifa 
Al Thani, conceded ‘in a covering 
statement that the state could not 
produce a budget “because of 
financial difficulties due to the 
conditions of the 03 market and 
the world oil economy.” 

The statement was distributed 


by the Qatari News Agency. 

Sheikh Abdul Aziz said the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) 
accord of last December which 
bad reduced the group’s output 
from 17 to 15.8 million barrels 
per day to fix prices at $18 a 
barrel “and an anticipated series 
of positive indicators for price 
trends” had helped the govern- 
ment line up what be called a 
reasonable estimate for revenues 
in the coming year. • 

He said the government spent 
curtailed its spending over the 
past 12 months to about a 7 12 th 
each month of what they were in 
1985^86 bndget and limited capit- 
al projects to the strictly neces- 
sary. 

He said expenditure would be 


“streamlined and contained fo 
the utmost,” to balance the pro- 
jected budget deficit, so as to 
reduce amounts which would 
have to be drawn from the state 
reserves as a final resort. 

Sheikh Abdul Aziz said the 
government was determined; 
however that the sectors of ser- 
vices would not be affected in the. 
streamlining process and that, 
priority capital projects, that ip*, 
eluded schools, hospitals, airport- 
development and unspecified de- 
fence schemes, would also be 
carried out as scheduled. 

Qatar's quota under the D& 
cember agreement of the 13-na.-- 
tion OPEC countries was reduced 
from 300,000 to 285,000 barrels' 
per day. 


Cyprus defends offshore banking record 


NICOSIA (R) — Offshore banks 
in Cyprus are generating new 
business despite regional econo- 
mic difficulties, the central bank 
governor said. 

"All Cyprus Offshore Banking 
Units (OBUS) have a very good 
profit record and their profits are 
gradually increasing,” Mr. Afxec- 
tis Afxentiou, a former finance 
minister, told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

He was commenting on critic- 


ism by OBU bankers, quoted in a 
Reuter report, that Cyprus had 
failed to develop as a major 
offshore centre. 

“The aims were very realistic 
from the veiy start,” he said. 
“The (1981) target was to attract 
10 OBUS within two years and 
then increase the number of 
OBUS to around 20.” 

There are now 14 OBUS id 
Cyprus with total assets estimated 
by bank analysts at $500 million. 


This compares with OBU assets 
of some S53-5' billion in Bahrain, 
the main offshore banking centre 
in the Gulf. 

Mr. Afxentiou said at least two 
more banks may be licensed bv 
the end of 1987. 

“The operations of Cyprus 
OBUS are profitable and none of 
them has regretted coming here 
or contemplated leaving Cyprus 
or even scaling down opera- 
tions,” be said. 


Mr. Afxentiou described com- 
plaints that existing OBUS were; 
strangled by regulatory red tape - 
as an exaggeration. 

He said licensing procedures, 
while very thorough, were speedy ' 
and the need for monthly returns; 
was not unreasonable. ; 

The governor rejected allega- 
tions that some bankers overseas; 
viewed Cyprus as “a shady place; 
to deal.” : 
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“The dentist was out of knock-out 
gas, so he made me inhale a dog’s 
breath instead." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
s by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
One letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


GAGBY 


FRATE 



■an 

c 

□ 


SMIFAH 1 

L 

□ 

Ml 



CUPONE 


'•■•I 


WALLPAPERING IS 
EASY ONCE YOU 
&ET "THIS. 


NOW arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: THE 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: DITTO ALIAS LAUNCH BURLAP 

Answer What kind of jokes do those mountain folk toff? 
— "HILLVWIOUS-'ONES 
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Italy faces problems 
over Vatican warrants 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Italian magistrates face 
delicate diplomatic problems over how to serve 
arrest warrants on three top Vatican bank officials 
amid legal arguments over the interpretation of a 
1929 treaty between the Italy and the Vatican state. 


The Milan magistrates issued 
tbe warrants earlier this week 
against U.S. Archbishop Paul 
Maxdnkus. president of the Vati- 
can bank, and two of its execu- 
tives 'Luigi Mennini and Pellegri- 
no de Strobel, both Italians. 

The three are accused of being 
accessories to fraudulent bank- 
ruptcy in the case of the 1982 
crash of the Italian Banco 
Ambrosiano and are all living in 
the Vatican — a sovereign state 
within Rome. 

The magistrates spent several 
hours Friday night locked in sec- 
ret discussions over how to pro- 
ceed in the case after the Vatican 
issued a statement expressing 
astonishment at the warrants and 
invoking article 11 of the 1929 
treaty. 

The article says that Italy has 
no right to interfere in the “cen- 
tral departments" of the Catholic 
Church. 

But Justice Ministry sources 
said Italy could equally invoke 
article 22 of the pact stating that 
the Vatican will hand over any- 


one taking refugee within its walls 
who is accused of crimes commit- 
ted on Italian territory. 

Lawyers say the argument cen- 
tres on whether the Vatican bank 
— the Institute for Works of 
Religion — qualifies as a “central 
department” of the church. 

According to a professor of 
ecclesiastical law at Rome Uni- 
versity, the bank cannot be 
described as such a department. 

‘'It is a financial institution, 
whose function is to manage 
money. It does not hold a central 
position in the ecclesiastical orga- 
nisation," Professor Francesco 
Fmocchiario told Reporters. 

The Vatican takes the opposite 
view. 

The bank, which handles 
money for church bodies and 
organisations throughout the 
world, was closely associated with 
Banco Ambrosiano. 

Ambrosiano's crash in the full 
glare of publicity in 1982 left $1.2 
billion of bad debt. Six weeks 
earlier its Chairman Roberto Cal- 
vi had been found hanging under 


London’s Blackfriars Bridge. 

The Vatican paid $250 milli on 
to Ambrosiano creditors in 1984 
in what it described as a goodwill 
gesture and then considered the 
matter closed. 

Mardnkus, who has always 
said he had no responsibility for 
the crash, was continuing to work 
normally at the Vatican. 

On Friday he met a delegation 
from the Argentine church to 
discuss arrangements for the 
Pope's visit there in April, -but 
Vatican sources said be was un- 
likely to move outside the 
Vatican. 

Legal experts say that for the 
warrant to enter the Vatican it 
would have to be sent to the 
Justice Ministry then the Foreign 
Ministry and thence to the Italian 
embassy to the Holy See. The 
Vatican has so far said it has not 
seen the warrants. 

If it were still not accepted the 
magistrates might consider ex- 
tradition proceedings, though 
there is no extradition treaty be- 
tween Italy and the Vatican. 

The long and delicate process is 
bound to cause embarrassment to 
both the Italian government and 
Pope John Paul, who up to now 
have enjoyed good relations, di- 
plomatic sources said. 


90,000 Afghans returned home — Najib 


HAMBURG, West Germany 
(R) — Afghan leader Najib was 
quoted Sunday as saying 90.000 
exiles and former rebels had re- 
turned to Afghanistan since he 
declared a ceasefire in the coun- 
try’s civil war in January. 

Mr. Najib, both bead of state 
and Communist Party leader, 
also told the West German news 
magazine Der Spiegel he was 
negotiating with more than 100 
rebel groups and that about 

15.000 Western-backed rebels 
were still fighting the Kabul gov- 
ernment. 

He declined to specify a timet- 
able for the withdrawal of the 
estimated 115,000 Soviet troops 


backing his government, saying 
the issue depended on U.N.- 
sponsored indirect talks with 
Pakistan which resumed in 
Geneva last Wednesday. 

"We are cautious, but if the 
other side acts constructively we 
will present a timetable for tbe 
troop withdrawal with great cour- 
age and in agreement with the 
Soviet government," Mr. Najib 
said in the interview. 

“We hope this will be the last 
round of negotiations with Pakis- 
tan,” he added. ' 

Mr. Najib announced a six- 
month unilateral ceasefire on 
Jan. 15 and offered a process of 
national reconciliation to put an 


end to eight years of fighting. 

“More than 30,000 emigrants-" 
and 60,000 former resistance 
fighters have returned to Afgha- 
nistan and joined with the gov- 
ernment in the past month 
alone," he said. 

“More than 100 armed groups 
are negotiating with us at the 
moment 1 Others are waiting. 
Only the extremists are con- 
tinuing this fight. That is about 

15,000 men.” 

U.N, officials have estimated 
the number of Afghan refugees at 
5.5 million, about one third of 
Af ghanistan 's population, of 
whom about 3.3 millio n are in 
Pakistan. 


Sikh extremists kill eight in Punjab 


CHANDIGARH, India (Agen- 
cies) — Suspected Sikb extrem- 
ists killed four members of a rival 
sect in an attack on a village in 
India's Punjab state Saturday 
night, police said Sunday. 

They said four or five attackers 
entered a house in the village, 
near the industrial city of Jullun- 
dur, and opened fire with revol- 
vers. They killed a man, his son 
and two other relatives, and 
wounding four other people. 

Police said the victims be- 
longed to the breakaway Nirank- 
ari sect, which fundamentalists 
regard as betraying basic tenets of 
the Sikh faith. 

Nirankaris have been assassin- 
ated by Sikh extremists in a series 
of attack since 1978. 

The killings brought to 119 this 


year's total of deaths in Punjab 
connected with a violent cam- 
paign by extremists for an inde- 
pendent Sikh homeland. 

Meanwhile India's Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on 
Saturday filed a formal charge of 
attempted murder against a Sikh 
man arrested last foil after the 
assassination attempt on Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

The CBI also accused Karamjit 
Singh, 26, of violating the anti- 
terrorism act and illegal arms 
possession, the United News of 
India (UNI) reported. 

Tbe charges were filed in the 
New Delhi Court of Judge B.N. 
Chaturvedi, tbe news agency 
said. 

It said three other men, alleged 
accomplices of Singh, were 


charged with criminal conspiracy. 

A lone gunman fired toward 
Mr. Gandhi with a homemade 
gun last Oct. 2 as the prime 
minister was attending a memo- 
rial service for Mohandas K. 
Gandhi, India’s independence 
hero and proponent of non-vio- 
lence. 

Singh, from Saognzr district of 
Punjab state, was arrested at the 
memorial grounds. Tbe three 
others charged with conspiracy 
— Amarjit Singh, Prem Singh and 
Baldev Singh Mastana — were 
arrested later in Punjab state. 
None of the accused are related. 

Tbe charges contend Karamjit 
Singh sought to kill Mr. Gandhi 
to avenge the death of a friend 
who was slain during anti-Sikh 
riots in New Delhi in 1984. 


Greece, U.S. reach new 
agreement on VOA station 


ATHENS (R) — Greek and U.S. 
negotiators have concluded talks 
on a new agreement on the op- 
eration of the Voice of America 
(VOA) radio station in Greece 
and tbe accord will be signed at a 
later date, an official announce- 
ment said. 

Tbe announcement said the 
two sides bad agreed on a text 
which they would submit to their 
governments for approval before 
a date for signing the accord was 


set. 

There was no immediate in- 
formation on the text's contents. 

Tbe talks, which began on Feb. 
16, followed a meeting last 
November which failed to pro- 
duce an accord after becoming 
deadlocked over tbe length of a 
new agreement. 

Officials said then Greece was 
only willing to negotiate a five- 
year agreement while the U.S. 
wanted a 25-year accord. 
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North-South vulnerable. East 
deals. 
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The hlddlng; 

East South West North 
IV 2* 3V 4* 

‘5 * 5 * Pass Pass 

Paas 

Opening lead: Jack of * 


At rubber bridge, if you are vul- 
nerable and the opponents are not, 
you should be happy to accept an 
opposing sacrifice bid that will 
cost at least 300 points if you can't 
be certain of your contract at the 
next level. At duplicate, even 500 
is not enough if you can make a 
game, so it is often right to bid one 
more rather than accept the sacri- 
fice, even if you can't be sure of 
fulfilling your contract. 

This hand Is from the final ses- 


sion of the Open Pairs event at the 
recent Spring North American 
Championships, held in Portland, 
Ore. Sitting North-South were 
Edith Rosenkranz of Mexico City 
and Jeff Meckstroth of Columbus, 
Ohio. Meckstroth's two-spade 
jump overtoil was of the interme- 
diate variety, showing a good suit 
and the equivalent of a sound 
opening bid. East's decision to bid 
five clubs did nothing other than 
steer his partner to an inferior 
opening lead after Meckstroth 
elected to compete rather than 
double. 

Declarer won the jack of clubs 
opening lead with the ace and led 
the queen, prepared to discard if 
East did not cover. When the king 
came up, Meckstroth trumped, not- 
ing West’s eight. He drew trumps 
in three rounds, West discarding a 
diamond on the third trump. 

Since East was likely to have 10 
cards in the two suits he bid and he 
had already shown up with three 
spades, declarer elected to play 
him for no diamonds at all. At trick 
six, therefore, he led the four of di- 
amonds and, when West followed 
with the three, he called for 
dummy's five, which won! The 
seven of clubs was covered by the 
ten and ruffed, and a heart went 
away on the six or clubs. 
Meckstroth lost only one heart for 
almost all the malchpoints. 


Ceausescu 

blasts 

Hungarian 

historians 

BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) 
— In tbe latest dispute between 
Soviet Bloc allies Romania and 
Hungary, President Nocolae 
Ceausescu has accused Hunga- 
rian historians of spreading “fas- 
cist, chauvinistic and even racist” 
views. , 

Mr. Ceausescu told a rally of 
ethnic Germans and Hungarians 
living in Romania on Friday that 
a recently published Hungarian 
book on Romania serves the in- 
terests of “die most reactionary 
imperialist aides," the Com- 
munist Party’s Sdnteia newspap- 
er said Saturday. 

Scinteia quoted Romanian 
historian Iosif Boda as saying the 
book. History of Transylvania, 
depicted Romanians as “primi- 
tive ... nomadic shepherds" who 
reached Transylvania only in the 
13th and 14th centuries. 

Romanian historians contend 
that when Hungarians took over 
Transylvania in the 9th century 
they found a region settled by 
Romanians living in pre-feudal 
states. . 

Most of Romania's Hungarians 
live in Transylvania, now part of 
Romania bnt under Hungarian 
control for centuries. 

Romania’s state media fre- 
quently accuse Hungarian histo- 
rians of distorting the facts about 
Romania, but extensive personal 
criticism by Mr. Ceausescu is 
rare. 

He was quoted as saying on 
Friday, “it is hard to understand 
the revival of ... fascist, chauvin- 
ist and even racist theses,” in the 
Hungarian view of Romanian his- 
tory. 

Hungarian officials increasing- 
ly bad criticised Romania’s treat- 
ment of about 2 million Hunga- 
rians. 


Poll shows 
Americans, 
disapprove 
of Reagan 
presidency 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — A 
majority of Americans dis- 
approved of the way Ronald 
Reagan has handled the presiden- 
cy and one-third believe he 
should resign, a new poll has said. 

The poll, conducted by News- 
week magazine, said 53 per cent 
of the respondents gave Mr. 
Reagan a negative performance 
rating, nearly double his dis- 
approval rating before the Iran- 
contra scandal. 

Tbe magazine said, however, 
that Mr. Reagan remained perso- 
nally popular. By better than a 
three-to-one ratio, a majority of 
those polled said they like Mr. 
Reagan on a personal level. 

And Newsweek said 52 per 
cent of those questioned believed 
the administration's accomplish- 
ments outweighed its failures, in- 
dicating history will look favour- 
ably upon the Reagan pres- 
idency. 

The poll was conducted Friday, 
one day after the release of the 
Tower Commission report on the 
Iran-contra affair, which por- 
trayed Mr. Reagan as a remote 
and forgetful executive unaware 
of what his aides were doing. 

An October 1986 Newsweek 
poll showed the president had a 
29 per cent negative rating. 

The 53 per cent negative total 
was Mr. Reagan's worst in News- 
week polls since he took office in 

1981. 

Newsweek reported 56 percent 
of the respondents said Mr. 
Reagan had surrounded hims elf 
with bad advisers and cabinet 
officers. Thirty-six per cent held 
tiie president accuntable for the 
entire affair. 


Cuba 
to charge 
U.S. with 
human rights 
violations 

HAVANA (R) — Cuba bas said 
it would accuse the United States 
of widespread human rights viola- 
tions at the U.N. Human Rights 
Commission meeting in Geneva. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Jose 
Viera told reporters Cuba had 
prepared a draft resolution for 
the 43-nation commission which 
is about to start the fifth week of 
its -annual six-week session. 

The Cuban resolution, which 
diplomats tn Havana said had 
been prepared in response to a 
U.S. one critical of Cuba, charges 
the United States with racial dis- 
crimination against blacks, Puer- 
to Ricans and American Indians. 

Mr. Viera said the United 
States was also guilty of black- 
mail, threats and acts of terrorism 
against sovereign states. 

“The Reagan administration is 
eager to protect (President Au- 
gusto) Pinochet in Chile and the 
apartheid regime in South Africa 
by instead attacking countries 
like Cuba which it considers its 
enemies,’’ he said. 

He also said the Reagan admi- 
nistration spent hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars on Nicaraguan 
contra rebels, who killed women 
and children, while more than 2.5 
million Americans were home- 
less. 

Mr. Viera said that in Cuba no 
one was in jail for his beliefs and 
added that the number of “coun- 
ter-revolutionary” prisoners had 

diminish ed. 


Social sciences 
promote new 
form of racism, 
expert says 

MIAMI (R) — A U.S. sociologist 
told an international conference 
on black culture that a sophisti- 
cated new form of racism was 
being created. 

Speaking on the final day of the 
conference, Iva Carruthers, 46, a 
sociologist at northeastern Illinois 
University, said •‘Eurocentric" 
culture dominated the social sci- 
ences. 

Carruthers said the new racism 
arose from the concept, known as 
the neo-eugenic theory, that so- 
cial sciences were only legitimate 
if they took genetic factors into 
consideration. 

There was “overwhelming evi- 
dence that those in control of vile 
global technocracy have decided 
that the neo-eugenic movement 
must declare Africans as the 
purveyors of pestilence," she- 
said. 

Carruthers said an example of 
this was what she called a tenden- 
cy for AIDS research to blame 
Africans for spreading the dis- 
ease. ' 


Expert says Pakistan 
has a nuclear bomb 


LONDON (R) — A leading 
Pakistani nudear scientist was 
quoted as saying his country had 
an atomic bomb and was pre- 
pared to use it if its existence 
were threatened. 

Dr. Abdul Qader Khan, head 
of a Uranium Laboratory at 
Kahuta, near Islamabad, was 
quoted in an interview published 
in Sunday's edition of the Obser- 
ver newspaper as saying Pakistan 
was now among the countries that 
bad nuclear arms. 

The Observer said that since 
the interview took place the 
Pakistani government had sent it 
a message “purportedly from Dr. 
Khan" in which he denied that 
Pakistan bad a nuclear weapon. 

India, which exploded a nuc- 
lear device in 1974, has frequent- 
ly protested about Pakistan’s nuc- 
lear research. 

In tbe interview. Dr. Khan was 
quoted as saying that those who 
had such weapons had said Pakis- 
tan could never produce one 
“and they doubted my capabi- 


lities", adding: “But they now 
know we have done it." 

Last November, Pakistan de- 
nied a report in the Washington 
Post quoting a U.S. intelligence 
official as saying it was only “two 
screwdriver turns” from a com- 
pleted bomb. 

The British weekly quoted Dr. 
Khan, whom it described as 
“father of the Islamic bomb”, as 
saying that what the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency said about a 
P akistani bomb was correct ,4 ’and 
so is the speculation of some 
foreign newspapers.” 

“Nobody can undo Pakistan or 
take us for granted. We are here 
to stay and let it be clear we shall 
use the bomb if our existence is 
threatened," he was quoted as 
saying. 

Dr. Khan expressed hope for a 
nuclear weapons agreement be- 
tween India ana Pakistan, 
adding: “Whatever arrangement 
India suggests, we are willing to 
accept, provided it is equally ap- 
plicable to both.” • 


Spain’s National Front 
Party choses new leader 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — Bias 
Pinar was officially named leader 
of the new ultra conservative 
political party National Front 
(FN) during the first congress of 
the party. 

Mr. Pinar, the former leader of 
the defunct ultra-rightwing New 
Force Party, was the only candi- 
date in voting to nam e the leader 
of the party he founded last 
November. 

Luis Fernandez Villanueva, 
general secretary of the party, 
said Mr. Pinar was elected unani- 
mously by the more than 300 


delegates. 

New Force (Fueiza Nueva) 
ob taine d one seat in the 1979 
general elections but lost it in 

1982. Mr. Pinar disbanded the 
party shortly afterwards. 

The congress also selected a 
slate of candidates, headed by 
Mr. Pinar, for the elections to be 
held this year for seats in the 
European Parliament. 

The French rightwing National 
Front Party of Jean-Marie Le Pen 
also got its start after winning 
seats in the European Parlia- 
ment. 


8 die in Mississippi tornado 


LAUREL, Mississippi (R) — At 
least eight people were killed and 
more than 100 injured when a 
powerful tornado hit central Mis- 
sissippi, a civil defence official 
said. 

Dusty Perkins, spokesman for 
the Mississippi emergency Man- 
agement Agency, said the storm 
cut a path of destruction nearly 30 
kilometres long and up to one 
kilometre wide in Jones County. 

Red Cross spokesman Faith 
Stewart said about 650 families 
had been made homeless by the. 


tornado, which flattened several 
hamlets east of Laurel, a town of 

20,000 people 140 kilometres 
south east of Jackson. 

“Red Cross volunteers report 
219 hom^s destroyed, 126 mobile 
homes destroyed, 147 homes or 
mobile homes with major damage 
and 153 homes or mobile homes 
with minor damage,” Stewart 
said. 

Mississippi Governor Bill 
Allain, who inspected' the area 
Saturday declared a state dis- 
aster. 


Argentine court accuses 
officer of torturing baby 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — An 
Argentine court has accused a 
Coast Guard officer awaiting trial 
for human rights abuses of giving 
electric shocks to a 20-day-old 
baby to make its father talk. 

The federal court said Juan 
Azik. known as ‘•piranha", had 
been recognised by Carlos Lord- 
skipanidse as the man who gave 
his child several shocks during a 
torture session at tbe Navy 
School of Mechanics (ESMA). 

The court said Lordskipanidse 
had also accused navy Lieutenant 
Alfredo Astiz of torturing him at 
the notorious ESMA detention 
centre which operated during the 
military regime that ended in 

1983. 

The accusations against Astiz 
and Azik were made in a list of 
charges against 12 officers, 
ordered to be detained, issued by 
the court. 

The officers, including four re- 
tired admirals, are accused -of 
torture and other human rights 
abuses during eight years of milit- 
ary rule which ended in .1983. 

The court accused navy com- 
manders of “apprehending sus- 
pects, keeping therm in dandes- 
tine captivity under inhuman con- 


ditions, and submitting them to 
torture with the purpose of 
obtaining information ... or phy- 
sically eliminating them.'’ 

ESMA detainees are among 
the more than 9,000 people who 
disappeared during the military's 
“dirty war” against leftist subver- 
sion in the late 1970s and early 
1980s. 

■ Among ESMA's former com- 
manders are ex-junta members 
Armando Laxnbruschini and 
Emilio Massera, who axe serving 
terms of life imprisonment and 17 
years respectively for human 
rights abuses. 

Nearly 200 indictments charging 
human rights abuses were 
brought before a law barring new 
cases against members of the 
armed forces for rights abuses 
took effect last week. 

Court sources said the charges 
against Astiz do not include his 
alleged kidnapping in 1977 of two 
French nuns because the statute 
of limitations had run out. 

For the same reason a court 
last December passed no sent- 
ence on Astiz despite finding him 
guilty of tbe kidnapping of Swed- 
ish teenager Dagmar. Hagetin in 
1977. 


Burma anniversary marks 25 
years of isolation, decline 


RANGOON (R) — Burma Mon- 
day marks 25 years under Ne 
Win, the secretive general who 
seized power in 1962 and led the 
country down a stubborn path of 
political isolation and economic 
decline. 

Officially, the army-dominated 
government will be celebrating 
Peasants Day at rallies in the 
crumbling capital, Rangoon, and 
in towns and villages across the 
impoverished country. 

In private, attention focusses 
on Ne Win, on what the past 
quarter of a century has meant 
and on whether Rangoon will 
continue along the unique “Bur- 
mese way to socialism’' when its 
ailing 76-year-old leader is gone. 

“This is our sort of silver 
jubilee,” remarked a taxi driver 
as his cramped [tick-up lurched- 
down a pot-holed road. “Not 
many people are celebrating. 

Burma, a land rich in teak., 
jade, rubies and rice, is so poor it 
can hardly pay to import brake 
flaid for its cars, palm oil for its 
soap or hops for its beer. 

Rice and other basics are avail- 
able. Bnt many consumer goods 
can only be found on black mar- 
ket so widespread it may account 
for more trade than the states 
controlled economy, diplomats 


say. 

Rangoon, whose proud Victo- 
rian architecture reflects tbe erst- 
while power of its commerce and 
confidence of the British Empire, 
desperately needs several coats of 
paint to fight the decay brought 
on by heat, humidity and neglect. 

After starting off at independ- 
ence in 1948 with a democratic 
government and a lively press, 
Burma is now a single-party state 
watched over by village and 
ward councils and a network of 
intelligence agencies, residents 
say. 

Although the ruling Burma 
Socialist Programme Party 
(BSPP) has Soviet-style organisa- 
tion and policies, factors like Bur- 
mese nationalism, official respect 
for Buddhism and strict non- 
alignment give the country a dis- 
tinctive touch. 

Bureaucratic state control- has 
stifled economic znitiatve and left 
the potentially rich country with a 
per capita income of $190 a year 
and an alarming foreign debt 
burden. 

Once the world's largest rice 
exporter, Burma has seen world 
prices for its main commodity 
drop by half in the pat few years 
and had to cut back its imports 
accordingly. 
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Looter finds shoe is on other foot 

BEIRUT (R) — Samir, a 35-year-old unemployed family man, 
was one of several people who braved bullets during last week's 
militia battles to rob damaged shops in west Beirut. But when he 
got home, he found the sackful of 200 shoes he stole were all from 
different pairs. “It's a pity I risked my life for that, he told 
friends. Tm unlucky, even in robbery.” If he can’t start a new 
fashion in odd shoes, Samir plans to place a discreet advertise- 
ment in a newspaper offering to go 50-50 with any fellow-looter 
who has the same problem. 

Israel lias milk, but no honey 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel has run out of honey. The Jerusalem 
POst Monday quoted “a highly placed honey official as sayin g the 
‘‘promised land” was having to import honey for the first tune. 
Rafael Agmon, secretary-general of the Bee Keepers' Associa- 
tion, told the Post that parasites which arrived two years ago from 
the Far East bad rfamagwri many hives and decimated Israel's bee 
population. To make matters worse last year’s drought had 
caused feweT flowers to bloom, giving the bees less pollen to work 
with. 

BBC newscast goes off the air 

LONDON (AP) — The British Broadcasting Corporation’s 
(BBC) nightly television news programme went off the air 
Saturday when a fire broke out near the studio, a BBC spokesman 
said. Alarm beDs rang out shortly after newscaster Jan Leetning 
begun to deliver the 10:15 p.m. (2215 GMT) report. The network 
switched to a taped film report, but when it was completed, the 
news show came to an abrupt end. The television centre in West 
■London was evacuated as a precaution before firefighters arrived, 
said the spokesman. He said the fire started in a refuse area and 
caused little damage. 

Priests drive demons from jailhouse 

YARRABAH, Australia (R) — Two aboriginal Anglican clergy- 
men performed an exorcism to drive evil spirits from a jailhonse 
in this town in tropical northern Queensland. Father Michael 
ConnoDy, a former hotel bouncer, was called in because many in 
the 2,000-strong local aboriginal community blamed evil spirits 
for two suicides and an attempted suicide by inmates in the past 
three months. Connolly told reporters he was confident the spirits 
left: “I have no doubt tbe demons have been driven out of the 
lockup because it is all in the Bible.” With the approval of the 
Queensland Police Department, Connolly and Australia's only 
aboriginal Anglican bishop, Arthur Malcolm, conducted their 
ceremony in the four cells, the police station and a police van. “I 
think the pollice officers were very pleased with the ceremony," 
Connolly said after he and Malcolm, watched by a crowd of 120, 
called on tbe evil spirits to leave. “It’s certainly worth trying,” one 
police officer said. “When you mention things like this people 
start imaginin g witchcraft, bnt today's driving out of tbe demons 
was just a ran of toe mill occasion,” Connolly said. “At least once 
a week we p er f o rm similar ceremonies for people who have an 
uneasy feeling about their houses. They are not only aborigines 
we do it for whites as well,” he added. 

Lawsuit settled after nearly 20 years 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A man seriously injured in a fall from 
a hotel fire escape when he was a toddler has finally received a 
settlement nearly two decades after the accident. Michael Coo lan 
received a $87,500 settlement from insurers for the former Hotel 
Morris, Attorney E. Douglas Disand ro said. The suit, filed by 
Conlan’s parents in 1968, charged the hotel had no protertive 
barriers on its fire escapes. “It makes me sad and it makes me 
happy, too,” said Conlan, 20. ‘To believe that it can settle now 
and not then baffles me." Conlan, then 13 months old, suffered a 
fractured pelvis, a dislocated hip and internal injuries in die fall 
on May 5, 1967, when his parents were staying at the hotel. Tbe 
accident left him with a short leg and a curved spine. The lawsuit 
was dropped in 1974 because the family’s first attorney, Malvin L. 
Skaroff, failed to move the case to trial, according to a 1985 state 
superior court opinion reinstating the suit. 

Rat’s tail produced to get marriage licence 

PEKING (R) — Some Chinese lovers had to produce a rat’s tail 
to get a marriage licence during China’s campaign to exterminate - 
rodents, a newspaper said. Wen Hui Bao said over-zealous 
officials in some areas had imposed the rale to reach their rat 
death targets. The newspaper criticised the “amazing phe- 
nomenon" and said it suggested many areas were exaggerating 
the numbers of rats killed in their reports to higher authorities. 
Peking city authorities said recently 15 million rodents had been 
wiped out during an anti-rat campaign last year. 

2,500-year-old skeleton unearthed 

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador (AP) — Construction workers 
unearthed the remains of a complete human skeleton that may be 
about 2,500 years old. National Museum authorities said. 
Museum Director Manuel Lopez said the skeleton was unearthed 
in Antiguo Cuscatlan, 8 kilometres south west of San Salvador, by 
workers repairing the sewer system. American Archaeologist 
Paul Amaroli said the formation of the pelvis indicates the 
skeleton, found face down, may be that of a woman. It was found 
several layers below “white earth,” a layer of ash from a volcanic 
eruption about 200 B.C., indicating it has been buried since, at 
least 500 B.C., Amaroli said. The archaeologist works with the 
museum, where the skeleton was taken for study. Amaroli said 
the skeleton will provide information for study of the chronology 
of inhabitants of the central part of the country and support a 
theoty that the Pipiles tribes, descendants of the Aztecs of 
Mexico, were not the first people to live in the country. 

Manila to crack down on dog eating 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — The Metro Manila Commission 
has launched a campaign to abolish dog-eating as part of a 
five-year programme to register the 78,000 dogs in the city and 
vaccinate them against rabies. Programme coordinator Mann y 
Fernandez sajd the military will raid dog slaughter houses and 
levy fines between 100 and 2,000 pesos ($5 and $100) for anyone 
caught selling or eating dog meat He said the programme will 
combat the image of Filipinos as “canine gourmets.” Dog meat is 
considered a delicacy in Philippine provinces but the practice of 
sampling dog meat was banned in the capital in July 1982. But 
Fternandez said previous efforts to spare strays and other dogs 
from ending up on gourmet tables had been largely ineffective 
due to “lack of exposure.” 

Second-to-last condor captured 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — One of the last two California condors. 
Imown to hve m the wild has been captured in an effort to save the 
giant birds from extinction by breeding them in captivity. The 
adul* male bird was quarantined in the San Diego Wild Animal 
Park, park spokesman Tom Hanscom said. Hanscom said die bird 
was caught near the southern end of its range in the foothills that 
png the San Joaquin Valley. He declined to reveal the exact 
location, noting that a trapping team from the Condor Research 
Centre continued to stake out the capture site for the last wild 
to* *** « known to exist. Thirteen are in 
the TOdAuiina 1 Park and 13 in the Los Angeles Zoo. The newly 
caught bud, known as AC-5, appears healthy, Hanscom said. It 
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tests Monday to determine its health. Biologists have ovi 
the best way to save the species, with some uosistme a wil 
population is needed. When the rapid deaths of several wild bin 
Prompted plans 10 bring all the condors in from the wild last yea 
the Audubon Society at first objected in court. But tbe confl* 
was resolved^ and trapping teams began the. last roundup i 
September, with just three condors free. . 






